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PREFACE. 



THE object of these pages is to fnrnish a text- 
book to be read with candidates for Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Lord's Sapper. It simply 
points oat a Ime of instraction. to be taken. It 
suggests matter which may be enlarged on and 
more folly explained to the class. 

The difficulty of getting candidates to retain, for 
any length of time, the information imparted to 
them daring their attendance at the Classes, mast 
have been too often experienced to need any point- 
ing oat. 

It is thought possible, however, that if the 
groundvxyrk of the instruction to be given is put 
before the candidates in such a shape as is pre- 
sented in this tract, and is left in their hands, 
then the fuller explanations of the various subjects 
treated of, and the larger information to be built 
on this, may obtain a surer and more enduring hold 
on their minds and memories than at present, in 
too many instances, they appear to do. 



NOTE. 

It win be observed tliat some references are given in 
the text of this book, and some are transferred (for greater 
convenience) to the notes at the foot of each page. It is 
hoped, however, that in every case the reader will care- 
fullj torn to the passages indicated. 
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CHAPTER I. 

PBEPARATION. 

BEPARATION 

far Baptism, or 
Oonfirmatioii, or 
the Eucharist t 
How important a 
matter is this, 
^ since so much de- 
peDds upon it I 

Very serious 
indeed is the duty 
to be undertaken; 
unspeakably 
great b the bless- 
ing to be now sought of God. And how that duty 
will be performed, and how large a share of Grod's 
grace and blessing will be obtained, must depend very 
much upon the manner in which persons prepare 
themselves to come before the Lord. 
There are two parts in this needM preparation: 
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there is the preparing of the heart, and the preparing 
of the mind. These are not of equal importance ; . 
since a person who is in earnest, although extremely 
ignorant, may rightly present himself for Baptism, or 
Confirmation, or the Lord^s Snpper, and obtain God's 
precious gifts; while the best-informed person in all 
the world, if he be not fiEdthfal and sincere, will re- 
ceive no blessing. 

Still, both are deeply necessary. Earnestness is so 
essential, that without it no grace will be bestowed ; 
and certainly, if we profess to be disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Ohrist and to hold the Ohristian faith, we should 
understand the principles of that faith, and be "ready 
to give an answer to every man that asketh us a reason 
of the hope that is in us."* 

" The preparations of the heart in man," says Solo- 
mon, ''and the answer of the tongue, is from the 
Lord."* These coming weeks of preparation, then, 
should be a time for very earnest prayer to God — ^for 
seeking at his hands the grace you need. Give your- 
selves now to God with a serious intention of your 
hearts. Put away, as far as may be, worldly thoughts, 
amusements, interests. Hz your whole mind on the 
one great business which lies before you. Bemember 
that this may be the turning point of life with you, 
the point whence you may go on happily from 
strength to strength, till at the last you may receive a 
never-fading crown of glory; or the point whence 
you may start miserably on a downward course, where 
you may pass at once and forever within the " wide 
gate," and enter on the " broad way " that " leadeth to 
destruction."* With many, Oonfirmation U the turn" 

UFetiiLl& sProY.zvLl. SB£att.vU.ia 
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ing point in life. Let us here, then, say a few wordg 
on that rite especially, before touching those themes 
which pertain alike to Baptism, Oonfirmation, and the 
Supper of the Lord. 

Remember that once only in all your lives may yoa 
come to be confirmed. Many things may yon do <rfton ; 
and if sometimes, through carelessness or neglect^ yon 
have done these HI, the fault may be repaired and 
amended at some future time. But it is not so with 
Confirmation. Once only do you present yourselves 
before the Lord ; once only do you stand out before 
God and the Church, to confirm and renew in your 
own persons your baptismal promises ; once only may 
the Bishop's hands rest solemnly on your heads, while 
the prayer is offered up that you may ^increase in 
God's Holy Spirit more and more until you come unto 
his everlasting kingdom." And if on that one occa- 
sion you come with careless and ungodly minds ; if then 
you do only draw nigh unto God with your mouths, 
while your hearts are far from Him ; if you come with 
a lie on your lips, to utter promises which you never 
wish to keep, to ask for Gk>d's precious gifts which you 
do not care to have, certainly you must forfeit and lose 
forever the peculiar blessing of Confirmation. 

Pray that it be not so with you. Pray GK)d that 
you may be earnest and sincere. 

And while you pray Him to prepare your hearts for 
this serious duty, give all diligence yourselves, make 
every effort, use every means to be brought into a fit- 
ting frame of mind. Let these weeks of preparation 
be weeks of solemn l/rainiryg for the coming work of 
Confirmation. 

Confirmation I What, then, is this? What are its 
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dnties and its blessings 9 What are you to do in this, 
and what may you receive f There are two parts in 
Confirmation : — 

1. There is your work and duty; which is to con- 
firm, ratify, and take upon yourselves, and renew with 
your own lips the promises made by yourselves or in 
your names by your god-parents at your baptism. 
You come forward at Confirmation to promise that you . 
will "renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanity of this wicked world, and all the sinM 
lusts of the flesh ; that you will believe all the articles 
of the Christian faith ; and that you will keep Cod's 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the same 
all the days of your life." You come to declare that 
you will, Cod helping you, continue Christ's faithful 
soldiers and servants unto your life's end. This is your 
part 

2. God's promises are confirmed and assured to you. 
Cnce, at your Baptism, you are made members of 
Christ ; thus you become children of God ; and you 
receive the precious gift of God's Holy Spirit, and 
are promised (conditionally) an eternal inheritance in 
heaven. This promise is now assured again and con- 
firmed to you ; that gift of the Holy Spirit is increased 
and enlarge^ in you, if you seek it with humble, earn- 
est, fEuthftd, and penitent hearts. The blessed in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit you have, indeed, if bap- 
tized, already been made partakers of; all your life 
through you have been objects of His care ; every good 
thought or holy desire that you ever had, did proceed 
from the Holy Ghost But now His grace is to be con- 
firmed, strengthened, increased in you ; and that which 
was one while only as the gentle dew, shall now fall 
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on yon in larger and more refreshing showers, even 
"like rain upon mown grass." 

Here let the Confirmation service he read over. 

Then refer to Heh. vi. 1, 2, and notice how St. Panl 
places the ^^ laying on of hands" (which, following as 
it does in this passage, immediately after ^ the doctrine 
of Baptism," has always heen held to refer to the lay/- 
ing on of the Bishop^s hands in Oonfirmation) — notice 
how St. Panl places this among "the principles," 
the first and simplest truths "of the doctrine of 
Christ." 

Then turn to Acts viii. 14-17, and Acts xix. 1-6, and 
thence learn the Apostolic practice ; how the Apostles 
laid their hands on those who had heen haptized, and 
how immediately the Holy Ghost was given ; not giv- 
en them for the first time entirely, since it was hy the 
grace and operation (or working) of the Holy Spirit 
that they were first grafted into Christ at Baptism;' 
hut given them in so large a measure, and with such 
extraordinary power, that the gift hecame manifest 
unto all men through its miraculous effects. 

It is the gift and presence of this same Holy Spirit, 
not that He may work in you with the extraordi- 
nary and miraculous power* which was manifested 
among the early Christians, since- this is bo longer ne- 
cessary, hut that He may fill you full of all His ordi- 
nary graces, that He may direct, sanctify, and govern 
you in all your ways, — ^it is this priceless gift of the 
Holy Spirit which you seek to ohtain ; it is this which 
will most surely he given you, if you are fitted to he- 
come " temples of the Holy Ghost."' By this Holy 
Spirit's influence you wiU he confirmed in the ways 

» 1 Oor. xii la « Ibid, vi 19. 
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and worln of godliness, if jonr hearts are prepared to 
receive Him when you present yoorselves before fbe 
Lord for Oonfirmation. 

Pray, then, that yon may be so fitted and prepared. 
Pray that by no carelessness or foUy of yonr own yon 
may hinder the grace of Qod, Pray that yon may 
never, either now or while yon live, ^^ resist the Holy 
Ghost"* 

lActe YiLSL 






CHAPTER IL 



THE FALL. 

ND now let ns 
proceed to some 
statement of those 
principles of our 
faith with which 
the minds of 
Christians should 
be fully furnished 
and instructed. 

The first im- 
portant truth 
which we have 
to learn and to 
confess is the sin- 
fulness and corruption of man's fallen nature, — the 
fact that we are all bom in sin, and are children of 
wrath, that is, children who, on account of their sin- 
fulness, deserve God's wrath and ^ger. See, in the 
following texts, how Holy Scripture teaches this: — 
Eph. ii. 1-3 ; Rom. v. 12; Gen. viii. 21 ; 1 John L 8; 
Jer. xvii. 9 ; Ps. li. 6, Iviii 8 ; Job xiv. 4. 

God created man pure and holy, and in his own im- 
age.^ Man's nature, as God first made it, was good. 
Hiis is certain, because our Lord Jesus Christ took 
upon Him ^^ human nature," and was without sin; 
1 Gen. ix. & 
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pFoying thereby that in that natare itself there was no 
inherent sinfiQness. By '^hnman natare'' we nncAr- 
stand that which all men have in common, and which 
distingnishes men from all other creatures ; snch as 
bodily shape, bodily powers, reason, memory, speech, 
conscience, will, and sonl and spirit This "hnman 
nature'' onr Lord took npon Himself and became a 
man, and yet was without sin J 

This taking npon Himself ^^ human nature," this be- 
ing made flesh and becoming a man, — so becoming a 
man that He, who was God from everlasting, from 
thenceforth became both God and Man, perfect God 
and perfect Man, uniting in His one person the two dis- 
tinct natures, the Divine and Human, the Gk>dhead and 
the Manhood, without any change of either or con- 
fusion of the two, — this is it which we mean by the 
"incarnation" of our Lord Jesus Christ; to believe 
which rightly is necessary to everlasting salvation. 

Every part of man's nature, then, was good as Qod 
first made it ; and it only required some guiding power 
to be added to keep all the different parts in order, to 
restrain, and rule, and direct them. 

By " the parts of man's nature" we mean man's a^ 
petites, passions, powers of reasoning, will or habit of 
choosing. 

Man had not the guiding power in himself. It was 
a Divine power, given by God. That power, that 
"guiding light," was the Holy Spirit, with whose in- 
fluence Adam was blessed while he lived in God's 
presence and communed with the Lord God in the 
Garden of Eden. Then, in Eden, all the several parts 

1 Heb. ii. 14-16; PhIL IL 7, 8; Heb. iy. 15; John L R 



THB FALU 15 

Of man^s nature were kept by that Holy Spirit in per- 
fect order; man^s will and the inclination of his heart 
and mind were well directed, and Adam was innocent 
and without sin. 

To man, thus made, God decreed a time of trial, to 
prove him, and to see whether he would be obedient 
or not, before he was finally admitted into heaven. 
God permitted Satan to tempt man.' Man yielded to 
temptation, and disobeyed the express command of his 
Maker. 

And observe here, that we are not to think or speak 
lightly of our first parents^ sin, as if the mere eatiug of 
the forbidden fruit was a trifling matter. Disobedience 
and rebellion, disbelieving God's word, discontent and 
ingratitude, this was in reality the sui of Adam and 
Eve, — a em most surely deserving of God's deepest 
indignation. 

Upon his disobedience, God banished man from His 
presence. Being so banished, man lost that guiding 
power, that Divine Light which had been given to di- 
rect and keep him in all his ways : then the different 
parts of his nature fell into confrision, his appetites 
and passions were no longer weU-ordered and directed, 
these all became unruly and hard to govern; his will, 
or habit of choosing, was perverted and corrupted, so 
that his heart became naturally inclined to evil and 
disinclined to good r and man was no longer righteous, 
but only sinful and wicked. 

Sin comes from our not exercising our will, our 
habit and power of choosing, aright On the subject 
of man's will, let it be observed here, that the differ- 
ence between man before and after the Fall was this : 

1 Oen. iu. 
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before the Fall he was liable indeed, bnt not di»po$ed 
to sin, since the Divine grace directed him aright ; 
after his fall, and npon the withdrawal of the Holy 
Spirit^s influence, he became actually disposed and in- 
clined to sin. Thenceforth his will was not a good 
one, bat a bad one ; the inclination of his heart was 
to choose the evil and refuse the good. And so it fell, 
that although his will was still free, although there 
was ever a secret consciousness of that freedom, al- 
though there was no compulsion and no sort of neces- 
sity for choosing evil and refusing good, yet the bias 
of his fallen nature towards evil was so strong, and 
his natural inclination so perverted, that practically he 
could not of himself prefer what is good and holy, 
and the grace of God was needed to induce him to 
turn and seek after righteonsness ; which grace, how- 
ever, be it added, is never wantmg to those who 
seek it. 

Sin comes, too, from our not restraining or keeping 
in order those different parts of our nature which yet 
are good when they are well ordered. For instance, 
to indulge our appetite, onr natural desire to eat, in 
moderation, is a good thing and intended by God, 
while to eat to excess is gluttony and sin ; or to in- 
dulge our natural desire for rest and to refresh onr 
bodies with sleep is a good thing, while to rest or sleep 
too much, becomes idleness and sloth, and this again 
is sin ; or to love is good, but to love any creature too 
much, with inordinate affection,^ or more than we love 
Gk)d, is sin. 

When man lost the divine guiding Light, being ban- 
ished from God^s presence, when man^s will was^ no 

1 CoL ili. 6. 
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longer directed, and his appetites and passions no 
longer restrained and kept in order by the Holy Spirit, 
then he became at once sinfid and corrnpt And this 
state of disorder and corroption is what we mean by 
original or birth-sin — ^the sinfid state in which we are 
all bom. 

Original sin consists in that " confusion " which took 
place in man's natare, in that corruption of his will, 
in that perversion of his heart, in that disposition to 
evil which followed upon the loss of the divine guid- 
ing Light 

(Observe, Ohrist could yet take our nature, and be 
without sin ; because, while He took "human nature," 
He was Himself the guiding Light' which could pre- 
serve that nature in perfect harmony and order.) 

8in deprived man of intercourse with Grod. The 
first effect of sin was to make man shun the presence 
of the Almighty. Adam and Eve hid themselves,* 
and the Lord God sent them forth from his pres- 
ence.' Li after years the declaration of the prophet 
Isaiah^ was — " Your iniquities have separated between 
you and your Gk)d ; and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that He will not hear." And to be restored 
to this communion and intercourse with God is our 
highest blessing ; thus our Lord declares, ** This is life 
eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent."* The first 
blessed result, too, of Christ's finished work on earth 
was the gift of the Holy Ghost — ^the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, that the Lord God might dwell among 
men. 

1 John 1. ». « Gen. iil 8. « Ibid. 2a 

« lea. liz. 8. » John xvIL & 

2* 
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Not that God wholly and entirely withdrew Him- 
self from men. No I He still guided them in some 
degree, speaking to them through their consciences. 
To this, allusion is made in Rom. ii. 15. And St. Paul 
refers to this partial, but not entire, withdrawal of 
God's influence, in his speech, recorded in Acts xiv. 16, 
17. In Gen. vi. 8, again, we find that God left not 
man wholly to his own devices and unassisted by the 
Divine influence. It is needful to bear this in mind, 
that we may the better learn and be able to understand 
how that God is not unrighteous* even though He tak- 
eth vengeance on the unenlightened heathen world. 
Still, while God so far guided men as to make them 
justly responsible for their actions, yet He at the same 
time withdrew his guidance to so great a degree as to 
suffer man's nature to fall into disorder, and his heart 
to become corrupt and inclined to eviL Into this 
state or condition, all we children of Adam are born — 
into this state of disorder, corruption, and inclination 
to evil. And this corrupted state is what we call ori- 
ginal sin. 

1 Soxn. UL 6. 
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OW to bring us 
out of this unhap- 
py state, to reme- 
dy this disorder 
of our nature, is 
the very object of 
^ God's scheme of 
redemption as re- 
vealed in the 
Gospel. For this 
Tery end Christ 
be^^ame a man. 
The disorder in 
our nature arose out of our loss of that guiding 
light, which Adam once enjoyed, but forfeited 
through his disobedience. Christ, therefore, who is 
" the true Light, which lighteth every man that com- 
eth into the world,"* in his mercy was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, that the Divine Light might once 
more shine upon our darkness.* Christ took our na- 
ture, and thus joined Himself to us, in order that we 
might be joined to Him and be made partakers of his 
nature," that we might receive of his divine strength 



1 John L 9, TliL 12. « Lake I 78, 79. « 2 Pet L 4. 
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and of bis ^'falness ;^'* and so being once morediTine- 
I7 gaided and called '^ out of darkness into bis maryel- 
lous ligbt,^^* migbt be saved from our old corruption 
and disorder, wbieb we inberited from Adam^ and 
" tbrough Him (Obrist) have access hj one Spirit un- 
to tbe Father."" 

The means whereby this brin^g out of darkness 
into light is effected in us is union with Christ. As 
by our descent from and union with Adam, we were 
bom in a corrupt state, so by union with Christ, the 
" last Adam,"* we are delivered from that state of cor- 
ruption.* Christ is the root whence we derive all 
grace and spiritual life.* From Christ, and through 
our union with Him, we are made partakers of all 
spiritual blessings ; for what Christ hath Himself, this 
same He doth impart to all His faithful members. 
Thus is it, through union with our Lord, that we re- 
ceive the great gift of the Holy Ghost Jesus having 
finished his work on earth, ascended into heaven, to 
receive this precious gift^ for men — ^this gift of tbe 
Holy Spirit, that the Lord Gk>d might dwell among us, 
to guide, direct, enlighten, and sanctify our hearts. 
And of this gift we are made partakers through our 
union with the Saviour.* 

Observe here the two great parts of Christ's work 
on earth — the two great ends for which He came into 
the world : 1. To save us from the consequences of 
sin; 2. To save us from the powet of sin. 

The consequences of sin are death, and the incurring 
of God's anger, and the forfeiture of God's favor. 

1 John L 1«. • 1 Pet ii ». « Ephes. li. la 

<JCk)r.xr.4& » Eom. ▼. 19; 1 Oor. xy.22. 

• 1 John ▼. 11, 22; John t. 26; 1 Cor. xv. 4& 
» Pa. Ixviil. la • GaL iv. 6 ; Titos ilL 6L 
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Death is the pnnishment of sin ;' eternal death is what 
dnners deserve. This punishment Ohrist bore in onr 
stead. He gave his life a ransom for ours.« We de- 
served to die, but Ohrist died in our place.* Upon the 
cross he made a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice 
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.* (We 
see a type and foreshadowing of this great sacrifice of 
Ohrist in all those lower sacrifices which were offered 
under the law.)* Ohrist having thus borne the pen- 
alty due to sin, and having satisfied that Divine justice 
which had long ago declared that if man sinned man 
should die, — Ohrist having become a man, and as a 
man having endured the pimishment of death, it be- 
came possible for the just anger of God to be turned 
away from man,* God could be reconciled to the world, 
and roan could be forgiven and restored to the light 
of God's countenance.^ 

This is one part of Ohrist's work. He has saved us 
from the consequences of sin. The other, and equally 
important part is, that He saves us from the power of 
idn — ^from sin itself:* this he does by giving us back 
and renewing in us that guiding light of the Holy 
Spirit* which Adam forfeited, and by imparting to our 
souls through union with Himself sufficient grace and 
strength to enable us to resist sin, and to overcome 
the world, the flesh, and the devil." 

Our Lord hath shown us the way of righteousness. 
He hath left us an example that we should follow His 
steps ; and not only this, but He likewise imparts to 

1 Bom. visa. •Mattzx.2a * 1 Pet IL 24; 1 Oor. xv. a 
« Isa Uif. • Heb. iz. 28. • Bom. ill. 85, 26l 

» Aeto xlli. 88; 2 Cor. v. 18, 19; CoL L 19-22; Bom. v. 1. 
- • Matt i 21 ; Aots iii. 26. • Titos iii. 6. 

>• John XY. 5; 1 John ill. 6; v. 4, S. 
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US spiritaal strength and grace to help us in onr time 
of need. For it is the very aim of Him, who is made on- 
to ns *^ righteousness and sanctification,"^ to conform U8 
to his own image^ to beget us in His own likeness, that 
He may be the " first-bom among many brethren."* 

Christ, then, is the root whence we derive all spir- 
itual life and blessing. As by our natural descent from 
and union with Adam we inherit weakness, corruption, 
and death ; so by our spiritual union with Christ we 
receive strength, and righteousness, and eternal life. 
For just as Adam's disobedience affected the whole 
human race, and brought upon it guilt and misery; 
so the effects of Christ's obedience, of his meritorious 
cross and passion, of his life of perf^t holiness, 
are imparted to all the faithful members of his 
Body. 

Observe again here, that as that original sinfulness 
whicl we inherit from Adam is not something external 
to ourselves, but something ingrained in our nature, 
and constantly developing itself in cuitual sin ; so, in 
like manner, that righteousness which is by Jesus 
Christ* must not remain something only external to 
us, but must become a very part of our renewed na- 
ture,* and must develope itself in that holiness of hearty 
and cha/racter^ cmd disposition^ possessing which we 
may become ^^ meet to be partakers of tiie inheritance 
of the saints in light,"* but ^^ without which no man 
shall see the Lord,"* To acquire this holiness' of 

1 1 Cor. i 80. • Bom. vliL 29. * Phil, i 11. 

« Bom. Ti lT-22. • Col L 12. • Heb. xiL 14. 

v Holiness of life consists in our growing more and more like unto 
Christ, as we yield oar hearts and wills to the influence of His grace, 
and sofTer ourselves, onr characters, and dispositions, to be moulded 
and fashioned in the likeness of our Lord. 
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character and "conversation,"* remember, is the very 
work and business of onr lives ; and unless that work 
be pefected in us, we shall have received the grace of 
Qod. in vain.* Tlie object of Christ's work on earth, 
and the end for which He uniteth us unto Himself, is 
to make us new creatures:' Christ lived, and died, 
and rose again, in order that we might be ^^ renewed 
in the spirit of our mind," and " put on the new man 
which &Eter God is created in righteousness • and true 
holiness,"* and constantly "maintain" those "good 
works"* which "God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them."' Our Lord came not to save 
us in our sins, but ^^/rom our sins."^ He " gave Him- 
self for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works."' Let this be ever kept in mind. 

We are not to imagine that at the Day of Judgment 
the righteousness and perfect obedience of Christ will 
be so accounted as ours, that it shall be unimportant 
what our lives on earth have been. As it is not for 
Adam's sin only, and without any reference to their 
own actual sinfulness, that men will be punished here- 
after; so neither is it for Christ's obedience only, and 
without any reference to our own past lives, that we 
are to be rewarded ;' but we shall be accepted by God 
for the iahe of Christ's merits conditionally upon our 
own obedience and godly living ; an obedience spring- 
ing, indeed, out of Christ's obedience, having its root 
therein, produced altogether of His grace, but still 
created in us, and rendered by us, and so made our 

» 1 Pet L IB. • 2 Cor. V. 21, yL 1. •2 CJor. ▼. IT. 

«Eph.iy.28,24 » Tit liL a • Eph. IL 10. 

V Matt L 21. • Tit IL 14 • Mutt ztL 27. 
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own. For, while it is most true that any obedience of 
onrs, even when done under God^s grace, most be most 
imperfect, and therefore does not and cannot deserve 
any favor at Gk>d^s hands, and can only be acceptable 
on account of the perfection of Christ's obedience; 
yet it is equally true that every man will be judged 
according to his works hereafber,* and that the right- 
eous only,' and they that have done the will of their 
Father which is in heaven,' shaU be suffered to enter 
the kingdom of heaven.* 

The merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, appre- 
hended by us through faith,* are the one sole cause of 
our acceptance with the Eternal Father, but a fixed 
unchangeable condition of our acceptance is our own 
personal holiness, love, obedience (which are the fruits 
of faith) ; or else such true and earnest repentance as 
would certainly produce these, if time and opportunity 
were granted. 

The idea, that God will impute to us at the last that 
righteousness of Christ which had not during our lives 
found any pljuje in our hearts, nor ever been reflected 

iBey.xz.12. « Matt xxv. 46. « lb. vli. 21. « Rom. li W>. 

* Let it be remembered here what the exact office of fUth is. When 
we are said to be ''Justified by faith,"" it is not meant that it is the act 
of believing which of itself Justifies ns; we are Justified only bj the 
merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour : we are merely said to be Justified 
by faith, because it is through faith that we apprehend or lay hold on 
Christ Faith is as much an act of the mind and intellect as any of 
the things which we reckon among good works are acts of the heart 
and body. To rely, therefore, on faith, on the act qf heLievinQy as a 
ground of acceptance with God, would be to depend for salvation on 
ourselves, on some work or merit of our own, and not on Christ only. 
Yet forasmuch as &ith is the moving power within ns, the source 
whence all our searchings after Christ do spring, it were hardly poa- 
sible to speak too highly of its importance and its blessedness. Faitb 
is to us here in this life what sight will be hereafter— the means where- 
by the soul realizes and is enraptured with the ineffable glory and 
jToodnessofitsGod. , 
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in our characters and dispositions, and then, and on 
aooonnt of that righteousness, accept ns, despite our 
past habitoal wilfiQ sin, is a mere delusion, and a moot 
fatal error. 

But let ns panse a moment to notice the immense 
difference there is between onr obedience, and love, 
and holiness being the eause^ and their being the eonr 
diti&n of onr acceptance with Almighty Glod. 

Ol]»^ience, to be the emise of onr acceptance, obedi- 
'ence which could deserve an eternal reward hereafter, 
must be perfect obedience ; such as was contemplated 
under the Mosaic dispensation, when Gk)d declared, 
^ Te shall therefore ^eep mj statutes and mj judg- 
ments; which if a man do, he shall live in them«'^ 
ixst to render such obedience is, and ever has been 
(since the £Edl of Adam), impossible to man. Who is 
there that could look on his own life, and imagine that 
he has ever rendered, or ever can render, such perfect 
obedience? Who, that looks into his own heart, and 
considers his ways, and counts up his many and griev- 
ous fiiults, can do aught else than fall down before God, 
and exclaim, " If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark 
what is done amiss; O Lord, who may abide it?" 
No ! we all have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God. It is when we contemplate our own lives, 
yes, even our best endeavors to serve God, that we 
feel most deeply our need of a Saviour. And to speak 
of any obedience of our own as the sole ground of our 
acceptance with God, would be merely to drive us to 
despair. But while we regard such perfect obedience, 
as could claim any reward at God's hands, as a simple 
impossibility on the part of man, it must be evident 
that that imperfect obedience which is required as a 

iLeT.ZYliL6i B6«, also, Bom. X. 6^ and Gal UL 18. 
8 
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condition of otir acceptance with Gk)d can be nothing 
else than a positive necessity, lecoAMe God is " of purer 
eyes them to tehold evil^ cmd He cannot look on iiv- 
iquity :^^ He can never admit into His presence those 
that are not *^ meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light :^' and as our characters here de- 
termine onr characters hereafter ; as no change can 
pass on ns after death (except that the good or evil of 
oar characters will be drawn ont nnto the perfection 
of holiness or to the consummation of iniquity) ; so 
' we must be throughout eternity such as we have be- 
come in time, — Whence it follows by necessity that- the 
love, and obedience, and holiness which are requisite 
to fit us for Gk)d's presence in heaven, and which shall 
be perfected in us in another life, must have their be- 
ginning here, and be first formed in us in this life. 
The existence of these in us must be a necessary con- 
dition of our acceptance with €k)d ; for if we have not 
these here, if in this life we are only wicked, we 
must be forever wicked hereafter, and so be wholly 
unfit to stand before the Lord, 

To imagine that God will create in us hereafter that 
character and those good dispositions which we have 
not here in this life, and do not care to have, is only a 
vain thought. ^^ Where the tree falleth, there it shall 
be.'^* What death leaves us, eternity shall find us. 
What we are when we close our eyes on all things of 
time, and lay us down and die, the same shall we re- 
main, be we holy or be we unholy, forever and for- 
ever. Just as it is said, ^* He that is unjust, let him 
be uiy'ust still ; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still : and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still: and he that is holy, let him be holy stilL"* 

'flA&tia «EqoL«8.xL& SBey.zxILll. 
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Here, in this life, must be formed in ns that hce^ 
wantiDg which we are only ^* Anathema Maranatha,**' 
that is, accursed when the Lord cometh; that obe' 
dienee^ which is the effect of love;''* that hoUnesi^ 
^' without which no man shall see the Lord f * for ex- 
cept these be acquired now, they can never be acquired 
at all ; and these are necessary conditions of onr salva- 
tion. 

Let it be added, tiiat we speak of these (love, obe- 
dience, holiness) as necessary, inasmuch as these are 
proofs of the inclination of ^e heart and wilL That 
which, in strictness, is necessary to our acceptablenesa 
with Gk>d, that which is essential^ is the eonvergion of 
the heart amd mil to God, But as the proofs of such 
conversion lie ordinarily in the evidence which our 
lives and characters afford, that is, in our love, obe- 
dience, holiness (a tree being discerned by its fhuts), 
therefore we speak of these as ** necessary." Let it 
ever be remembered, however, for what tbis conver- 
sion of the heart is necessary : not to win for us an in- 
heritance in heaven,' — ^that could be done by nothing 
else than the merits of Ohrist Jesus our Saviour, — but 
to make us meet to "be pa/rtakera of that inheritance 
when it has been won, to render us fit to dwell in 
Ck)d's presence in heaven. The '* wedding garment" 
in the parable will aptly illustrate this truth.* No 
" garment" was needed to procure them, that were 
found in the "highways," an invitation to the wed- 
ding; the invitation was a simple act of grace on the 
part of the king; but the garment was necessary to 
them, in order that they might remain and sit as ao- 
eeptable guests at the marriage supper. 

1 1 Cor. zvi. 2& < John xiv. 15, 28. 

s Heb. xiL 14 « Matt xx^l 11. 



CHAPTER IV. 

HOLT BAPTISM. 

HRIST being 
ihe root whence 
we derive all 
spiritnal life and 
blesaing,* and 
since the one 
^greataim of the 
Bours^lifenmstbe 
to be joined unto 
Christ and to 
abide in Him for 
over J the question 
follows, "How 
and when is our union with our Lord effected ?" We 
answer, " In our spiritual birth.'' Our Lord hath said, 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of Gk)d."« 

There are two births: 1. our natural birth; 2. our 
spiritual birth. By our natural birth we are joined to 
and descended from Adam ; in our spiritual birth we 
are united to Ohrist. This spiritual birth takes place 
at our Baptism ; thus we are taught in the Oatechism 
that at our Baptism we were "made members of 
Ohrist," and that the " inward and spiritual grace " 

> John XT. 1-«L < Ibid. iii. & 
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of Baptism is ^ a new Mrth unto righteousness ;'* thus, 
too, in the Baptismal Service, before the child is bap. 
tised, we pray that God will "^ve his Holy Spirit to 
the infant that he may be horn again ;'' and imme- 
diately after the Baptism we acknowledge onr belief 
in the child's regeneration, or new birth, and hmnbly 
thank God for that mercy vonchsafed, saying, " We 
yield Thee hearty thanks, most merciM Father, that it 
Jiath pleaded Thee to regenerate this infant with Thy 
Holy Spirit, to receive him for Thine own child by 
adoption, and to incorporate him into Thy Holy 
Church." 

The texts from which we learn that regeneration, or 
the new birth, does take place in onr Baptism, are the 
following : John ilL 5 ; Titos ii. 5 ; Gal. iii 27; 1 Oor. 
ziL 18; Bom. vi. 8, 4; OoL iL 12 ; Acts zziL 16, 
ii 88. 

By that regeneration, or new birth, which takes 
place at Baptism, we understand simply the being 
grirfted into Christ, the being made Christ^s members, 
and the being adopted into God's &mily. The which 
state of blessing does not necessarily imply our con- 
tinuance in grace, or our final perseverance, or our fu- 
ture salvation. By being made "members of Christ" 
we become indeed God's children, and inheritors of 
the kingdom of heaven ; but a son may prove him- 
self a prodigal ; a child may be disinherited for his 
obstinate persistence in ill-doing ; a branch once united 
to the parent stem may be broken off and withered, 
and be cast away.* 

The effect which should take place, and which Gk>d 
intends should take place, upon our regeneration, is an 

1 John XT. 6; Bom. zi. 21, 28 ; Ueb. vi. 4-6. 
8* 
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entire change of onr heart and disposition. The re- 
ceiving of the light of the Holy Spirit ought to work 
snch a change in ns, and ought to make ns really new 
creatures. And sometimes the new hirth is spoken of 
as if it had actually worked that intended change.' 
But we are to rememher that this happy result does 
not follow in all, or even in many cases ; in wm^ per- 
haps it does, hy Gk)d*s mercy, hut not in many. For 
there remains even in them that are regenerated a 
hardness of heart, a disposition to sin, an infirmity of 
will; and therefore is there necessary in them a sec- 
ond change before the designs of Gk>d's providence to- 
wards them can be fulfilled. This second change we 
call conversion: when to the change before effected in 
their outward condition (they from being children of 
wrath, having in Baptism become children of grace), is 
added a change in their inward state also; their will, 
the inclination and disposition of their hearty is 
changed ; with their whole heart and mind they tuni 
away from sinful things, they embrace Gk>d^s ofiTered 
mercies, and give themselves with earnestness and sin- 
cerity to God's service. 

Regeneration and conversion are not to be con- 
founded, or regarded as one and the self-same thing. 
They are two distinct and separate processes. 

Regeneration is God's sole act, wherein of his free 
grace, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, upon our 
promised faith and repentance, He grafts us into 

» 1 John lit 9, ▼. 4, 18. 

* Or It may be more oorrectlj said perhaps, that that yielding of the 
wUl and of the heart and affeotlonB to Ood, which la preeently q;>oken 
of aa oonveralon, and which In moat inatancea takea place at Borne later 
time of life, doea In these eaaea commence with the earlieet years and 
with the flrst opening of the yonng ohild*a mind. 
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Christ, joins ns to Christ, makes ns Christ's mem-* 
here. 

Conversion is (as we may in some sense say) a 
joint work of Gk)d and ourselves ; it is God " working 
in ns both to will and to do ;"* and it is on onr part a 
sensible yielding of ourselves to the influence of God's 
grace, a laying hold of and choosing as our lot and 
pcniion God's mercy, a closing with the Divine offers, 
working out our own salvation,' making ourcalliog 
and election sure ;' it is a turning of ourselves,* our 
whole heart and mind, to Gk>d ; whereby we become 
indeed new creatures ;" old things, old wishes, desires, 
inclinations gradually pass away ; our life becomes a 
new one; having been servants of sia, we become 
servants of righteousness ;* we go from strength to 
strength ; and at length, if we persevere, become num- 
bered with God's saints in glory everlasting. 

As the result of our regeneration, or grafting into 
Christ, is our justification,' so this gradual yielding of 
our hearts and wills to God, which we call conversion, 
and which is effected in us by God's Holy Spirit, issues 
out into our sanctification. 

But here, let these terms "justification" and "sanc- 
tification" be explained. 

First, of ** justification," or being "justified." Let 
us begin with the word "just." This is easy to under- 
stand. A man who is "just" in the sight of God, is 
one who is absolutely righteous, actually without sin, 
perfectiy obedient to all God's law. He is such a man, 
in fact, as is not to be found in all the world ; since 

1 Phil 11. 18. «Ib.IL12. «2PeterLia 

«Ezek.xvili.81,8a. »2 0or.v.l7. •Bom.vL19. 

» 1 Oor. vi 11. 
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^' there is none righteons; no, not one.^'^ Then, seo- 
ondlj, to ^^ justify," is to treat ttSj loAo are really nn- 
ners^ as if we were just or righteous. And ^* justifica- 
tion '' is that merciM act of GUkL whereby He receives, 
ns sinners back into His &vor, whereby He regards us, 
who are positively sinful, as if we were hxAj and 
good ; whereby He looks upon us, who are in troth 
unclean, as if we were indeed clean ; whereby He 
pardons all our sins, and frailties, and imperfectionfl, 
and regards us as if we were the exact contrary of 
what we are ; whereby He restores us, who are by na- 
ture rebels, to those privileges of sonship for which His 
divine wisdom originally created us. This is ^'justifi- 
cation." And this miracle of love and mercy God 
shows forth in us for the sake of Jesus Christ Be- 
cause Ohrist has fulfilled the law of righteousness for 
us, and because He has borne the penalty due to sin, 
God justifies us. For ChrUVs saJse^ God treats tia, 
who are actually sinners^ as if we were just and holy. 
And this work of justification is a work done in ea^ 
individual soul at the time of its Baptism. We, each 
one of us, do obtain our part and share in the great 
work of Christ in that happy hour of our regenera- 
tion; when, being grafted by the Holy Ghost into 
Christ, we become GK)d's children, and are made heirs 
of irtemal life.* 

And secondly, of ^' sanctification :" this is our being 
made by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit reaUy 
holy — holy in heart, and character, and disposition, 
and so fit to enter upon our inheritance in heaven. 
And this sanctification (we may observe) follows nat- 
urally afber justification. Gk)d does not only forgive 

1 Bom. mi 10. • Tlfcofl UL 5-7. 
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and blot oat the past, and reinstate ns in His grace 
and favor, and restore ns to onr lost sonship, and then 
leave as to onr own nnaided efforts, hat having began 
the good work in as, He performs it nntil the day of 
Jesns Christ ;* He gives as Divine strength, whereby 
we niay be enabled to walk worthy of onr vocation, 
and -show onrselves obedient children, fitted for a place 
in God's eternal kingdom ; as it is said, " Becanse ye are 
sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of His Son into 
yonr hearts."* 

Respecting the doctrine of ^' regeneration in Bap- 
tism," it is necessary to hold this, both for onr contort 
and for onr warning. For onr comfort, dnce we are 
hereby assured of Gk>d's favor towards as, of which we 
might otherwise have no positive or distinct assnrance; 
and for oar warning, since if we have once received the 
grace of God, we must answer for oar ase of that 
grace at the Day of Jadgment. 

Notice here, too, the nse and value of the Sacraments. 
They are ontward and visible signs of an inward and 
spiritual grace ; signs which our Lord gave, and or- 
dained for our comfort and assurance. They are the 
means whereby we receive that grace, channels where- 
by that grace is conveyed to us ; and they are a pledge 
and sign to assure us that we really have been parta- 
kers of such grace. Without such outward signs, we 
might be in doubt whether we had ever received G^'s 
grace or not. But since our Lord has attached to the 
right use of these Sacraments certain spiritual gifts 
and blessings — since they were appointed for the very 
purpose of imparting grace to the souls of the £uth- 
ftd — ^the receiving of these Sacraments is an assurance 

iPhiLi.6. <eaLiT.6L 
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to onr hearts of God^s goodness and favor towards us ; 
and in the reception of these, onr donbts and fears are 
pnt to rest 

Let it here be called to mind what is the outward 
part in Baptism ; it is water and the farm of teords — 
water, wherein the person is baptized in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the H0I7 Ghost 
And see in this washing in pore water how apt a sign 
is given of that cleansing from all sin, which happens 
to ns at onr baptism.^ See also in the plunging be- 
neath the wave, and in the coming up again from be- 
neath the water, a fitting emblem of that death unto 
sin and that new birth unto righteousness which, as 
Scripture and t^e Catechism teach us, is the inward 
and spiritual grace of Baptism. 

In our new birth in Baptism, then, we are united 
unto Ohrist our spiritual Head ; we become members 
of that Body (the Church), of which Christ is the 
head.* 

And notice now the importance and absolute ne- 
cessity of Baptism. Our Lord's command was, ^' Go 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptiidng them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost"' And in every instance recorded in the 
Acts of the Apostles of persons being converted to the 
Christian fSedth, we find that the first duty enjoined 
upon them, was invariably to receive the baptismal 
rite, — ^their first step was always to he haptiaed,* And 
so we confess in the Catechism that baptism is ^^gen- 
erally necessary to salvation." 

lAotszxiLlft. 

>EpheB.i.22,23,v.80; Ck)Li.l8;l CJor. vi 15, xll 27. 
s Matt zxvliL 19. 4 gee Acts IL 88, 41, yUL 18, 88, Ix. 18, z. 47, 

xvL le^SS, xviiL 8, xix. 6. 
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As regards the baptizing of infants^ we believe 
this to have been the oastom from the earliest times. 
As Qod was pleased to bring Jewish children into 
covenant with Himself at the age of eight days,^ so, 
we doubt not, it is pleasing to Him to receive Christian 
children in their infuicy, and to embrace them in the 
arms of his mercy. Gk>d will not, we may well sup- 
pose, do less for Christian children than He was wont 
to do for the children of the people of IsraeL It is 
sometimes argued that there is no plain, positive, direct 
command in Holy Scripture eigoining us to bring in- 
fimts to holy Baptism. No ! perhaps there is not any 
such command. And why ? Because none such was 
required. When the earliest Christians, who were 
Jewish converts, brought their children to be received 
into God's family through the waters of Baptism, they 
were ooly doing what they had ever been accustomed 
to do under the old law, which ordered infants to be 
brought into covenant with God by circumcision. The 
very silence, indeed, of Scripture on the subject is a 
proof that the baptizing of infants was the custom of 
the Aposties in the Christian Church, as the circumcis- 
ing of infjEmts had been the custom in the Jewish 
Church. Had any change taken place in respect to the 
age at which persons might be admitted into covenant 
with God, some notice of such change must have been 
given, and some new rule have been laid down by the 
Aposties. The absence of any such rule is proof 
enough that no change at all was contemplated. 

If it be asked, " How can infants be capable of re- 
ceiving God's grace?" it may at once be answered, 

> Oen. zviL 18. 
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*'that if infants can be liable to Gk)d^8 anger (as they 
most surely can, since they are bom in sin and are 
children of wrath),' they may certainly become par- 
takers of God's mercy." 

That onr blessed Savionr was baptized at the age <^ 
thirty is no argument against infant baptism. Our 
Lord's baptism does not bear upon the question in 
' any way whatever. Baptism, as a Christian Sacrament 
and as a means of grace, had not then been institated. 
Baptism, as then used among the Jews, was merely 
an outward ceremony whereby the necessity of inward 
purification was acknowledged, and the desire for such 
purification expressed. This outward ceremony, thus 
familiarized to the minds of the people, Christ was 
pleased to take (uid where could a more fitting one 
be found 9) and to raise it, just before Ms ascendon 
into heaven, to the dignity of a Christian Sacrament, 
appointing it to be used in the place of circumcision ; — 
the very change from the bloody rite of circumcision 
to the milder ceremony of baptizing aptly setting forth 
the unspeakably great change which was now about to 
take place, in the substitution of the merciftd covenant 
of the Gospel of peace for the sternness and severity 
of the Law of Moses. But at the time of our Lord's 
baptism this change had not taken place. At that 
time the law of Moses was still in force; and the rite 
in which God's people were received into covenant 
with Him was not baptism but circumcision, which 
circumcision Christ duly received at the age of eight 
days.* To ground any. arguvient, therefore, against 
infant baptism on the fact of our Lord having been 

iPB.lL6;Eph.U.a •Lokeii.SL 
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baptized when he was thirty years of age, must be 
altogether erroneons/ 

1 In Chrifltiui Baptism, be It remembered, we are grafted into 
Chrisrs Body, as St Fanl declares (1 Cor. xiL 18X ** By one Spirit are 
we all b^>ttMd into one body ;"" bat tbere coald not bave been any 
baptism into Christ^ Body beibse our Lord^s ascension, since tbut 
Body had not then any being : not till after Christ^ ascension and upon 
the descent of the Holy Ghost did the Ghoreh (which is Chrisrs Body) 
begin to exist Onr Sayioor, daring His life on earth, speaks of the 
Ohareh m future, "* On this rock I wiU baild My Church'' (Matt xvL 
18). And it was not till after the ascension of Christ and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, that the Church's life began, or that it could be said, 
** The Lord added onto the Church daily such as dioold be saved." 
Aoto it 47. 

4 




CHAPTER V. 

THB BAPTISMAL YOW : RBPENTAKCB. 

F baptized in onr 
infancy, we were 
then joined nnto 
Christ onr spirit 
nalHead; and at 
that lime we, as 
^ was most fitting 
that we should 
do, pledged our- 
selves (our god- 
parents speaking 
on our behalf) 
to God's seryioe. 
Our god-parents 
then promised in our name three things, which may 
be shortly summed up under the three heads, Repent- 
ance, Faith, Obedience. 

First, they promised that we should renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh. And 
we make the same promises in substance for ourselves, 
when baptized as adults. 

Notice first, and learn from the following passages of 
Scripture the real existence and the personality of 
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Satan: Gen. iii. 1; 1 Ohron. xxi. 1 ; Job i. 6; Matt 
iv. 1-10; Markiy.l5; LukexziLd; Acts v. 8 ; James 
iv. 7; 1 Pet v, 8; 1 John iii 8; Matt viii. 28-83; 
Mark. ix. 17-27. 

It is necessary for ns to know that Satan is a real 
person, in order that we may constantly remember 
that we have a real, positive enemy to fight against. 
St Panl says, "We wrestle not against flesh and 
blood ;^'^ not against any man in a visible body, " bat 
against spiritual wickedness in high places ;'' that is, 
against wicked spirits, whom we cannot see with onr 
eyes, bnt who yet are ever near ns, having their place 
in the air aroond ns. How often are persons suddenly 
assuled with temptation, they know not how ! Wicked 
thoughts are put into their minds ; wicked desires are 
presented to them ; sinful imaginations are suggested 
to them. These things come from Satan. Some sins 
are in a peculiar sense works of the devil, such as 
tempting others to commit sin, meering at and ridi- 
culing what is good, persecuting in any way those who 
are trying to lead holy and Gbristian lives, and endeav- 
oring to make them as bad as ourselves; or such 
again, as pride, lying, blasphemy, disobedience, and 
evil tempers, whidi may end in murder. 

In some sense all sins are works of the devil, as St 
John says in his Epistle, '^He that committeth sin is of 
the devU ; for the devil sinneth from the beginning;"" 
but the sins just mentioned do spring especially from 
the temptations of the Evil One, from that Evil One, 
to be delivered from whose power we pray when we 
say, as we do in the Lord's Prayer, "Deliver us from 
evil." See how St. Paul teaches us to withstand this 

1 Bph. ▼! 19L *t John iiL 8. 
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Bpiritoil enemy, £phe& yL 10-18 ; see, too, 8i. Peler^ 
words, 1 Pet. y. 8 ; and St Jmmes's^ JameB iy. 7. 

Seoondl J, nuurk how Hoi j Scripture speaks of that 
world, which, with its pomps and yanitj, we promise 
to renounce; 1 John iL 15-17; James iy. 4; Bom. 
ziL2; Mattz]iL22. 

^ The things which are seen are tempcwal,'" sajs 
St PaoL The worid ccMisists parilj in these tempor- 
al, yisible things, which are all around os; tiidngs 
which belong to time, not to etemitj ; to this life, not 
to the next ; " things on the earth"* on which we are 
constantly tempted to set oar affections, rather than 
on those unseen eternal things which are ^ aboyel'* 
This '' world" with its " pomps" (that is, things which 
make a great outward show), and " yanitj " (that ifl^ 
things which do not last^ which soon pass awaj, and 
are lost to us foreyer ; or things which are unprofit- 
able, which are productiye of no real good, things 
which mislead, and deceiye, and disappoint us), we are 
to renounce. 

We cannot choose out certain things, and assert 
podtiyely that all these are among the pomps and yani- 
ty of this wicked world which etery Ohristian must 
equally avoid, if he would be saved ; because there 
are many things in this world which, while they may 
be safely and properly used by some persons, would 
prove to others dangerous in the extreme, iigiu-ious to 
their Christian character, and hurtful to their souls. 

For instance, if a woman in a very humble rank of 
life were to deck herself «ont in a dress of silk, or if 
a man in an inferior station were to drive about in a 
very handsome carriage, this, in their cases, would be 

>SGor.iy.l8. •GoLiiLi. 
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pomp ; whereas these very self-same things might be 
done innooentlj bj persons in a different position. 

It can only be said generally, that anything which is 
unfitted to and unbecoming in that station of life nnto 
which it has pleased Gk)d to call ns ; any thing which 
will be likely to foster in ns a spirit of pride, or self- 
conceit, or vain-glory ; any thing which will destroy in 
ns that Christian humility, that *^ meek and quiet spirit 
which is, in the sight of God, of great price,'" must 
be reckoned among those pomps of this world which 
a servant of God must renounce. 

And let it be observed here with respect to different 
stations in life ; that it is wrong to regard such differ- 
ences as some necessary evil connected with man's 
fallen state in this life, an evil which shall be corrected 
and cease to exist in the kingdom of heaven. The tyr- 
anny, the selfishness, the oppression, the cruelty, the 
pride, which too often spring out of these differences 
through man's corruption and perversity ; the grinding 
covetousness of the rich ; the idle, intemperate, and 
improvident habits of the poor, which produce the 
bitterness of want — these all are miserable evils in- 
deed ; but the differences in rank and station them- 
selves are not an evil, since these are of God's own ap- 
pointment, and are intended to foster such Christian 
qualities as humility and obedience, charity and self- 
deniaL 

Nor is this difference of rank and position confined 
to this world only ; a like difference exists in all God's 
universe: "There is one glory of the sun, and an- 
other " and a feebler " glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars ; for one star differeth from another 

iPetiii.4. 

4* 
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8Ur in ^orr.^ And jet all are mupeakablT idoricos. 
A like distmction exktB aroond God's aeat in heaTen ; 
there are angek and archangels, there are ^thrones" 
and '^dominionfi,'" there are ** principalities^ and 
^powers.^ These happj spirits are diverse in thdr 
nmks and orders, but jet aD perfect in their Uiaa. A 
Mke difference shaD exist hereafter anx»g the com- 
panies of the blessed ; when for some it is prepared to 
sit on Code's right hand and on his left; for some to 
approach the nearer to that glorioos presence where 
are i^easores for evermore ; for some to be adorned 
with a more ^ radiant coronet, all gemmed with pore 
and fiving light ;'" for others a smaller share €i glory. 
But for an, happiness ; for all, thon^ thej thns differ, 
happiness infinite, past understanding, etemaL ItiB 
^ne beyond all qnestioning, that men*s positions hoe- 
after will be widely altered. The distinctions arising 
from wealth, or noble birth, or powers of mind, or 
strength <^ body, will no l<Higer exist "There are 
last^ now "^ Which shall be first" hereafter; '^and 
there ai^ first*^ in this life "Which shall be last*" in 
the life to come. Bnt yet these very words €i Ghiist 
Himself, this very mention of some being " first^ here- 
after, and some "last,'' mnst prove that there will be 
differences in the future life. And is not this the rea- 
son why envy, jealousy, oovetousness, and the like 
miserable tempers are to be so carefully ohed^ed with- 
in ourselves ? It is not only because they mnst render 
ns unhappy, wretehed, and discontented in this life ; 
but (which is of fiir greater importance) because such 
tempers cherished here, and so becoming part <^ our 
characters hereafter, tempers arising /ram the sight ^ 

>Cor.XT.4L >CoLL16L •LnkAzULaOL 
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eur felUyaHnMrC% tuperior advantages, must render ns 
unfit to enjoy the holj peace, and love, and calm con- 
tent of heaven. 

Or, again (to retom to our snhject), with regard to 
the question, ^^How far may we innocently and with- 
out fear join in the pleasures and amusements (which 
in some s^ise may be reckoned among the Tanities) 
of the world? No answer can be given which will 
equally well apply to all persons. It can only again 
be said generally, that any thing which draws away 
our hearts from God ; any thing which makes us less 
able to pray and less willing to seek God's presence ; 
any thing which unduly hinders the discharge of our 
known and acknowledged duties and renders*us less 
active in GKkL's service, must be considered dangerous 
and unfitted for a Christian. To learn what really 
hurts our souls, and in what we may lawfully and in- 
nocently indulge ourselves, is a part of that Christian 
watchfiolness in which each individual is bound to ex- 
ercise himself 

But the "world" means more than "things tempo- 
pal,'' "things on the earth" around us. The world, 
our world, consists too in all those wicked, ungodly, 
irreligious people whom we meet, with whom we are 
mixed up in the daily intercourse of this life, and 
whose bad examples may lead us astray. One great 
danger which besets all Christians, especially young 
Christians, arises from the evil influence of these 
worldly people. "We are tempted to do as other 
people do; we are afraid of appearing singular, and 
different from other people ; we fear the ridicule and 
taunts to which we may be subjected if we act up 
strictly to what we consider right ; it is easier to fol- 
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law, that the Apostle declares that they who do snch 
things shall be banished forever from God^s presence 
hereafter, bat of them also who give way to hatred 
and wrath and strife — sins of which men think but 
little, of which they speak lightly, regarding them as 
only natural infirmities, and hardly believing, perhaps, 
that such trifling sins (as they wonld call them) can 
affect their sool^s salvation. And yet npon one and all 
of these sins of the flesh the same sentence of eternal 
wo is equally pronomiced; even as St James says, 
" Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet ofifond 
in one point, he is guilty of all."* We who have be- 
come God^s children and heirs of His glorious Mng^ 
dom in heaven are to renounce these sinful lusts of the 
flesh, on pidn of forfeiting our sonship and losing tiie 
promised inheritance for all eternity. 

> JaiDM IL 10. 




CHAPTER VI. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW : FAITH. 

E promise, in the 
second place, to 
believe all the 
articles of the 
Christian faith. 
These articles, or 
different parts, of 
the Ohristian faith 
we find summed 
up in the Creed 
or Creeds. 

1. The Apos- 
tles' Creed; so 
called, not perhaps from its having been actoally 
written or drawn np by the Apostles themselves, bnt 
rimplyfirom its containing those points of doctrine which, 
from the earliest apostolic times, were ever enforced 
as necessary to be believed. 2. The Nicene Creed, in 
which are embodied those opinions which, at the great 
Council of Nicaea (held a.d. 826), were declared to be 
the trath and the teaching of the Chm*ch. Besides 
the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds, contained in our 
American Prayer-book, the English Prayer-book has 
another, which is omitted from ours, to wit : 8. The 
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AthanasiAii Creed, named after the eminent defender 
of the faith, St. Athanasias, though of a lator age. 

To the nse of this last-mentioned (Athanasian) Creed, 
there are sometimes objections made. Persons ima- 
gine it to be uncharitable in its declarations. This 
Creed commences thus: "Whosoever will be saved^ 
before all things it is necessary that he hold the Cath- 
olic flEdth. Which faith exdept every one do keep 
whole and nndefiled, without doubt he shall perish 
everlastingly." And it concludes with these words : 
" This is the Catholic faith, which except a man be- 
lieve faithfully he cannot be saved." These declara- 
tions are objected to, as being harsh and uncharitable. 
But surely this is a mistaken notion. The words of 
the Creed are, in fact, little else than the words of our 
Lord Himself. The Creed says, Except a man believe 
the Catholic faith, ^^he cannot be saved," and "shall 
perish everlastingly :" Christ says, " He that believeth 
not, shall be damned."^ This creed, then, in its state- 
ment, merely repeats our Lord^s own declaration. 
There can be nothing uncharitable in this. The words 
are simply used as a grave warning, solemnly remind- 
ing members of the Church of what the fatal con- 
sequences to their own souls must be if they renounce 
the essential doctrines of the Christian faith. (That 
this Creed does set forth the true doctrines of the 
Christian faith, and that there is nothing declared in 
it which does not rest on the sure warrant of Holy 
Scripture, may be most evidently proved. No objec- 
tion, therefore, can be safely grounded upon the sup- 
podtion that it is one thing to warn men, as our 
Saviour does, of the danger of disbelieving the truth^ 

1 Mark xvi. 16. 
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and another and a very different thing to denonnce 
men's rejection of the Chureh'^s itatement and expoBU 
turn of that truth. The language of this Greed only 
warns men of the necessity of believing, on peril of 
their soul's salvation, those things which may be most 
surely and certainly proved from Holy Scripture.) 
The words in this Greed to which persons object are 
not intended as a general sentence passed upon all 
unbelievers without exception; they are, let it be sud 
again, solemn words of warning addressed to members 
of the Churchy telling them, what St. Paul also has 
already declared in words of terrible significancy, in 
that passage where, he speaks of men abandoning the 
faith, that '^ it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have 
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open 
flhame."^ And certainly, in the giving such warning 
there is neither harshness nor uncharity, but rather a 
most true love and tenderness. Men require such 
warning. There is ever a tendency in some men's 
minds to underrate the value and importance of hold- 
ing fast the truth and ^^ the form of sound words."* 
Never more so than in these present days I Men 
seem now to forget that there is such a thing as '* the 
faith once delivered to the saints."* They forget that 
the truth does exist, fixed and unchangeable as God 
HimseK They will fondly imagine that to be truth 
which they helieve to be truth. They will conceive 

>Hel>.TL4-«. >2Tlm.i.l3. tJudea 
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thst it matfeera litde what thej do befieTe, so onljthafc 
the J are sincere in their belief^ and are fnHj persuaded 
in their mind& For such persona the warning is most 
Borel J necessary, then, that the troth does certainlj 
exist, the same yesterday, to-daj, and foreyer — tiiat 
there are ^principles oi the doctrine oi Christ,'* 
which men are called cm to beHoTe ; and that Christ 
Himself, Christ the fountain of all love and tenderness 
and mercy, Christ has declared, "He that bdieyetili 
not, shall be damned." 

The first great truth contained in the Creeds is the 
doctrine of the fioly Trinity — ^that there is one God, 
and that in this one Godhead there are three PerscHis 
— the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost Observe, 
we do not declare or believe that these three great 
Persons are one Penon. That woold be a contradio> 
tion. Bnt we affirm and believe that the three hxAj 
Persons are one God. They are one in tuUtanee, By 
substance we understand that which God it, that 
which "forms the Divine essence or being." God the 
Bon and God the Holy Ghost are what God the Father 
is, " Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such 
is the Holy Ghost. In this Trinity none is afore or 
after other ; none is greater or less than another. But 
the whole three persons are coetemal together, and 
coequal/^ This is one great mystery of the Christian 
iialth, a mystery which we cannot fully understand 
indeed, but which we are called upon to accept and 
believe because Holy Scripture teaches it plainly. 

< n«b, ▼!. 1. 

* ** Af tb«r« If ft nnmber in the Trinity, by which the Persons are 
ndihtr more nor leM than three ; so there is slso an order, by which, 
of these Persons, the Father is the first, the Son the second, and the 
Holy Oboet the third. Nor is this order arbitrary or external, bat in- 
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Observe, that our not understanding a thing is no 
sufficient argnment against its truth, or against our 
accepting and believing it Facts around us in this 
life will abundantly prove thus much. For instance, 
to a child the simplest processes ik nature may be un- 
intelligible ; — ^the growth of plants from seed, the won- 
derfol effects of heat and cold, the motions of the 
earth, these all may be beyond its power of under- 
standing. Are these things therefore less true and 
certain? Or will the child give less credit to their 
being true because it cannot comprehend them 9 Or 
again, to the minds of the ignorant and less perfectly 
Instructed the commonest elements of science will be 
hidden and unfathomable secrets. But will the facts, 
then, of chemistry or electricity, or the laws of gravi- 
tation, things peifectly intelligible to the more highly 
cultivated intellects, will these be less true because 
they are beyond the understanding of the ignorant? 
Or, would the ignorant themselves reject things which 
are plain through their effecU^ because they cannot 
fifUiiom the ca/u9e8 which produce them ? In like man- 

tffVAl and necoaswy, by yiitae of a Bubordinatlon of the leoond unto 
the flnt, and of the third onto the first and second. The Godhead was 
eominanicated from the Father to the Son, not from the Son onto the 
Father; thoogh therefore this were done from all eternity, and so 
there eao be no inlorltj of time, jet there most be acknowledged a 
fMrlority of order, by which the Father, not the Son, is first, and the 
Son, not the Father, second. Again, the same Godhead was commoni- 
eated by the Father and the Son unto the Holy Ghoet, not by the 
Holy Ghost to the Father or the Son ; though therefore ttiis was also 
done from all eternity, and therefore can admit of no priority in refer- 
Miioe to time ; yet that of order most be here observed ; so that the 
Spirit receiving the Godhead from the Father, who is the first Persont 
eannot be the first ; receiving the same from the Son, who is the seo- 
ond, cannot be the second ; bnt being from the first and second most 
be of th« three the third."— PaareoA <m ih^ Creed, 
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ner we may ask, Are the mTsteries of God^s Idngdom 
to be rejected and disbelieved because the feeble in- 
tellect of man cannot grasp and understand them? 
No I We may not be able to comprehend the hidden 
things of God, things which may pass man's mider- 
standing; bnt we may belieye them none the less 
confidentiy with a simple unhesitating fSoith. It need 
only concern ns to inquire whether these things are 
or are not revealed in Holy Scripture ; if they are 
there declared to us, we may receive th^n without 
a moment^s doubting or suspicion. 

As regards this great mystery of the Holy Trinity, 
we find it stated clearly and unmistakably in Holy 
Scripture. Thus, that God is one is declared in 
Dent, vi 4, and repeated Mark xiL 29. That in this 
one Godhead there are three Persons, is evident from 
Matt iii. 16. (Here the three great Persons are pres- 
ent together, God the Father in the Voice which sud, 
**This is My beloved Son ;" God the Son in fashion as 
a man being baptized ; God the Holy Ghost ^'descend- 
ing like a dove.'') Again from St. Matt zxviiL 19, 
and from 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

That these three holy Persons are separate and 
distinct in person, although they are one in substance, 
is certain, because tee can affirm something about each 
qf them which tee may not and cannot affirm of the 
others. Thus, of God the Father we can say, that He 
is made of none, neither joreated, Tior begotten, nor 
proceeding; of God the Son we can say, that He is 
not made, nor created, nor proceeding, but Be is he- 
gotten;^ of Gk>d the Holy Ghost we can say that He is 
not made, nor created, nor begotten, hut proceeding,* 
) John L 14, 18,111 18. tiudxr.M. 
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Notice also in John ziv. 26, zv. 26, that the Holy 
Ghost is sent^ by the Father, in the name of the Son 
0n the first passage), and by the Son from the Father 
(in the second passage) : thns is there one Person sent, 
one ftrom whom He is sent, one hy whom He is sent 
These, then, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost^ 
are three Persons, bnt their snbstance, their Gk)dhead 
is one : the Father is Gk)d, the Son is God, and the 
Holy Ghost is God. 

That the Son is God we learn from John i. 1, 14, z. 
80; Phfl. il 6; Tit iL 18; John xx. 81 ; Rev. L 8, 11, 
IT, 18, xxiL 18. 

Bemember here, that when our Lord says, '^My 
Father is greater than I;"' or when in another passage 
He declares, *'Bnt of that day and that honr knoweth 
no man ; no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, bat the Father,"* — when onr Lord nses these 
words. He speaks not then with reference to His 
€k)dhead, bnt only with reference to His manhood. 
He iq>eaks not of Himself then as being Gk)d, bnt only 
as being man. And so it is said in the Athanasian 
Creed, that "Christ is equal to the Father as touching 
His GK>dhead, and inferior to the Father as touching 
His manhood." 

The €k)dhead of the Holy Ghost we prove from 
Acts V. 8, 4 ; Ps. Ixviii 18 ; Eph. iv. 80 ; Matt. xiL 81, 
82; 2 Cor. iii. 17; 1 Cor. il 10-18. 

These three great Persons, then, the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, are each God and Lord ; 
yet they are not three Gods, but one God; not three 
Lords, but one Lord; as it is declared, "The Lord our 
God is one Lord."* 

> John ziy. 2a * Mark zili. 82. > lb. xii. 29. 

6* 
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Of these three great Persons we believe, 1. Of the 
Father, that He is the Maker and Creator of all things 
in heaven and earth; of all things visible, things 
which we see aronnd ns in the world and in the heav- 
ens above ; and also of things invisible, such as the 
unseen spirits, those good and evil angels, some of 
whom are Grod^s ministers, watching over theta who 
shall be heirs of salvation,* guardian angels of Christ's 
little ones, always beholding the face of the Father 
which is in heaven ;' others, fallen rebellions spirits, 
going to and fro in the earth,' whose miserable work it 
is to tempt and deceive the children of men during 
this present life, and at the last to be their accusers be- 
fore the jndgment-seat of God. Of God the Father 
we also believe, as regards the redemption of man- 
kind, that He so truly and really loved tiie world,^that 
He gave His only-begotten Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins.* On account of His great love wherewith 
He loved our ruined race, and for our redemption, the 
Father could endure to behold the sufferings of His 
only Son ; He could put Him to grief^ He could see 
of the travail of His socd," He could hear His voice in 
the hour of death crying in a mysterious agony, " My 
Gk)d, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" This 
could Qod the Father suffer for man's salvation, and 
in this was manifested His surpassing love towards 
us.^ 

2. Of the Son we believe that He, being in the form 
of God, being God blessed forever, did yet humble 
Himself to be born of the Virgin Mary,® and to be 

> Heb. i. 14 « Matt xviil. 10. » Job t 7. 

« John iiL IS. • 1 John iv. 10. • laa. liiL 10, 11. 

f 1 John i?. 9. 8 Lake 1 81-8& 
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made in the likeness of men ; and that as a man He 
led a life of poverty and hnmiliation/ being *' despised 
and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief;"* and did at last bear onr sins, and the pun- 
ishment due to those sins, which was death ; giving np 
His life npon the cross, dying in onr stead, that He 
might redeem ns from death ; enduring the unspeak- 
able shame and agony of the cross, that we might re- 
ceive the glories of God's kingdom and be exalted to 
everlasting life. We believe, too, that after His death 
apon the cross, while His sacred body was resting in 
the grave, His soul (for Christ was a '^ perfect man, of 
a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting") depart- 
ed unto Paradise,* and was there until the third day ; 
upon which day* Christ rose again from the dead ; and 
after having shown Himself alive, being seen of the 
disciples forty days, and speaking of the things per- 
taining to the kingdom of God,' did ascend triumph- 
antly into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of 
God the Father, to be there our Mediator and Inter- 
cessor,* until that day when He shall once more come 
in power and great glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him, to judge both the quick and the dead, and to 
render to every man according to his works.' This 
we believe of God the Son. 

8. Of God the Holy Ghost we believe, that He is 
the Lord and Giver of life ; that he is God, coequal 
and coetemal with God the Father and God the Son ; 
that through Him, and through His divine working, 

1 Matt Yiii. 20; Lake yiii. 8; Matt xyii. 27; Lnke yii. 44. 
« Isa. liil a » Luke xxiii. 48. * 1 Cor. xv. 4. 

• Acts L 3, 9. • Bom. yiil. 84; 1 Pet ill. 22; Heb. L 8. 

^ 2 Tim. ty. 1 ; Acts z. 42; Matt zzy. 81, zvL 27. 
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<mr wyab reeeiye all sptritoal life, and grace, and 
strength. That as it is His first work in oar biqptism' 
to graft ns into Christ, in Whom is Me,* so also is it 
His divine work continnaDj to preserve that holy nnion 
between Christ and ns, to foster, strengthen, and de- 
velope in ns that spiritual life which we have received 
from Christ oar Head. As Christ declares Himself to 
be the Vine,' we being the branches, so is the Holy 
Spirit that life-giving siq> which flows throngfa all the 
sacred tree, and gives to every branch its vigor, 
strength, and fraitfolness. The Holy Ghost sanctifies 
Christ^s members day by day. He sanctifieth all the 
people of Grod. 

In the English Catechism, the expression is, ^ all the 
elect people of Grod ;" and the phrase gives as an op- 
portanity to observe that the word " elect" may bear 
two meanings. It may refer, in its widest application^ 
to all those persons who in their baptism are elected 
to be members of Christ and children of €k>d ; in 
which case, when we say that the Holy Ghost sancti- 
fieth, or makes holy, all the elect people of €k)d, we 
do not mean to assert that all baptized persons are in- 
deed sanctified more and more thronghoat their lives 
by the Holy Ghost, bat only that those among the bap- 
tized tD?u> are holy are made so by no power or natnral 
strength of their own, bat only by the diving inflnence 
of the Holy Ghost, who " worketh in them both tc 
will and to do of His good pleasare."* 

Secondly, the word '* elect" may refes^ in a more 
confined sense, to the elect of the elect; to those few 
(oat of the vast nnmber who were once elected in 

ilOor.zll.l& >JohnL4. 

• John XV. 1. * PhU. li 18. 
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•^heir baptism to Gospel privileges) who have made 
^their " calling and election sure ;" to the " few chosen" 
^nes out of the "many called."* And of these it is 
declared, that thej, yielding themselves to the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, and not having received the 
grace of God in vain, are daily sanctified more and 
more; they are ^strengthened with might in the inner 
man,*" they grow in grace, they become " holy in all 
manner of conversation,"' and at last are made meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. ^^^ 
The word "elect" will naturally lead us to that 
doctrine of "election" which is so great a difficulty to 
some persons' minds. 

The simplest, and at the same time a perfectly 
scriptnral way of explaining the doctrine of election, 
is this : We may believe that the election spoken of in 
Holy Scripture is an election not to final sahation, but 
to what is called in the Catechism " a state of salva- 
tion," — ^a state wherein we are made partakers of the 
benefits of Christ's precious sacrifice, and wherein we 
may attain, if we will attain, unto eternal life. It is 
an election to a participation in the privileges and 
blessings of the Gospel dispensation, which may lead 
to our final salvation, or not, according to the use we 
make of these inestimable benefits. This is not diffi- 
cult to understand. We can see in the world around 
us that some persons are elected unto Christianity ; 
they are bom of Christian parents, and of necessity, 
and without any choice on their own parts, they be- 
come Christians and sharers in the Gospel covenant ; 
others are born of heathen parents, and by a like ne- 

iMattzxil.14. sEph.iii.lS. 

MPeti.lfi. 4CoLtl2. 
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oessity (as fiir as we can see), are not elected to, but 
are shut out from, Christian privileges. But this 
eleotioh does not absolutely and positively decide^ how- 
ever mnch it may influence^ their fatore state in eter- 
nity ; becanse, as on the one hand, many persons bom 
to be Christians will certainly not inherit the king- 
dom of heaven ; so, on the other hand, we may chari- 
tably hope (and there is nothing in Scripture to forbid 
the hope) that some persons,, bom into the darkness of 
heathenism, will yet be saved hereafter, by being 
made partakers of the benefits of Christ^s death in 
some manner and by some means not as yet revealed 
to us. This perhaps is the best way of explaining the 
doctrine of election. 

But as some persons are not contented with this, 
and as some will press the matter further, and imagine 
that an election unto final salvation is spoken of in 
Holy Scripture, and since from this opinion they often 
draw the most dangerous conclnsions, it may be well 
to show further that the doctrine of an election to final 
salvation is not inconsistent with the free offers of sal- 
vation to all men held out in so many passages of Holy 
Scripture, and does not necessarily lead to l^e extreme 
views which some persons erroneously draw from it. 
The subject is a difficult one, but a little attention may 
make it sufficiently intelligible. 

St. Peter, in his first Epistle,* addresses the persons 
to whom he writes as " elect according to the fore- 
Jcnowledge of God the Father ;" and this is the light in 
which we should regard any election to final salvation, 
as being simply apa^rt and a necessary consequence of 
the great mystery of God^s foreknowledge. It is cer- 

1 1 Pet L 2. 
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tain, as St Paul declares in the most nnmistakable 
language/ that it is the will and desire of God that 
"all men should be saved, and come to the knowledge 
of the tmth ; bnt God, "Who seeth all things that were, 
and are, and are to come— in whose sight "a thousand 
years are as one day"*— God, according to and by His 
foreknowledge, seeth that some men will receive and 
profit by His mercy, and that many will resist and dis- 
appoint His divine wish ; that some, therefore, will in 
the end be saved, bnt that many, despite his gracious 
designs towards them, will after all torn away from 
the knowledge of the trnth, and at the last be ruined. 
Foreseeing this, Qod speaks of that which He knows 
will \)Qa8ifit already were. He, Who (as St. Paul 
says) ^'calleth those things which he not as though 
they were,"* speaks of future events — of facts which 
firture time sMl develope, as though they were al- 
ready existing and were some present part of His 
providential dealings with mankind. God in his in- 
finite knowledge viewing tdl things, whether past, or 
present, or to come, from the same point of thne, 
anticipates that election which must take place at the 
day of judgment, and speaks of it in His divine fore- 
hnowledge as if it were already determined. The final 
election is not really so made beforehand ; it hath not 
at present any real substantial existence ; as yet it ex- 
ists only in God's foreknowledge of what will be 
hereafter. But since it does exist, so to say, in that 
foreknowledge of the Almighty — since Qod foresees 
and foreknows it, He can speak of it beforehand as if 
it were already made and were in actual existence. 
And in this only sense is it right to speak of any 

» ITlm. ii 4. « 2 Pet !ii. a • Rom. U. 17. 
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election to final salvation or final ndn. finoh an elec- 
tion is simply a part and a neeeuary eantsqumee of 
Ood*$ dizine foreknowledge. Taken in this sense, it 
will harmonize easily with the merciful promises and 
invitations held ont by God to all men, and will not 
give rise to those dangerous arguments and condn- 
sions which men have too often drawn from this doc- 
trine. 

The contemplation of the great and mysterioos truth 
of Gk)d^s foreknowledge is not likely to lead us into 
any erroneous views ; for tliis reason : tiiat while we 
confess the fact of God's foreknowledge, while we are 
sure of its truth, yet at the same time we are equally 
sure, on the other hand, that this divine foreknowledge 
Km no direct or practical effeci upon^ oureeheg. We 
may believe that Gk>d foreknows what will hi^pen; 
yet we believe quite as firmly — there is sometiiing 
within us, some inward conviction which positively 
assures us, that we are at the same time fi*ee to act as 
we please. No one really doubts this. Take a case 
in point. Gk>d fbreknew who at this time would listen 
to the voice of conscience and perform their duty in 
coming fbrward to present themselves for Oonfirma- 
Uuu. God also knows who will give earnest diligence 
now to tlieir preparation for Confirmation, and so un- 
do rtake this solemn duty in a fitting frame of mind; 
llu kiiowii, too, who will be careless and ungodly, and 
Mil loiH) the blosaing which is offered. And yet no one 
(tntiliU that all had the power of choosing, and were 
DiMi Ui c^luuMKS what they would do; no one doubts 
I lull Alt may c^ltlier be idle and indifferent about this 
ttuiilpf, (ir Hluoi^re and earnest; no one believes that 
hffttHW Ukhi f\if^kH$%o what they were about to do, 
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th«?efore thej were forced to act either in one way or 
another ; every one feels, and is most certainly con- 
Tinced, that he was and is free to do as his own heart 
inclines him. 

We may say the same thing abont election. God 
knows who will be saved, and who will be lost; and 
yet we may be qnite sure that Gk>d's foreknowledge 
does not in any way influence oar election, which will 
be decided by nothing else than the strictest laws of 
justice, truth, holiness, and mercy. However difficult, 
therefore, however absolutely impossible even, it may 
be to our reason to reconcile the two facts, tiiat God 
certainly foreknows what will happen, and that yet 
men are free to act as they will ; still, despite the dif- 
ficulty, we can believe and be positively certain of the 
truth of both statements. And so whatever may be 
said and allowed about Grod^s foreknowledge, we feel 
that it is a difficulty which in no way affects us prac- 
tically. It is a mystery, the explanation of which we 
can patientiy await in another world. 

And now to return to the subject of the Holy Trin- 
ity. We believe also of the Holy Ghost, that it has 
been through His divine inspiration and under His di- 
recting influence that the Holy Scriptures have been 
written.* 

And here let some few words be said abont the in- 
spiration of Holy Scripture. 

We are to believe of Holy Scripture that it is di- 
vinely and miraculously inspired. Eaw the sacred 
writers were inspired it is not necessary for us to in- 
quire, and it would be unwise to attempt to give any 
explanation of that which God has not been pleased to 

1 8 Pet L 21 ; 2 Tim. iii. 16; John xiy. 2t, xtL 18. 
6 



Ttrt^tiL Him /Sir &e SLi4<Miet are insfiired, in 
vbss dfrg^&fe. v» v!tf: eTVct. is a more important qoe*- 
tioB. Oa tLk pocii ve are a> remembov ^bat tlie 
Ho^T ScripCsrcs ^cre doc vritsen eatirelj tnan. liia 
dictadon <d God. acd bj men ardag sfanplj as the 
moatL|Mcee of tike Almig^itT, as £d Mosea wlieii il 
wai taid uEto him, ** Write thoa tiiefie wcrds ; for after 
tike tenor <d tikese wotds I hare made a eorenaiit witli 
tiiee and witii IsaeL*^ Tbe Sci iyiana were written 
bj men compasacd to some degree witii hnman Ist- 
firmitiea, and expreasiDg dtemselTes Tcrr<^ien in tikeir 
own imperfect language. Tbe sacred writers were 
*^moTed^ bj tike Dirine influence; but thej were not 
so OTerroled on all occadons by the HiAj Spirit as that 
the stjle of writing and habit of thoogfat natoral and 
peculiar to them was interfered with or destroyed. 
The peculiarities of each writer were preserved ; and 
thus we may recognize and allow in the sacred writ- 
ings the existence of two elements: 1. The Divine 
inspiration ; 2. The human mind and style of expres- 
sion. We cannot draw any line, and say in aU cases, 
Here the Divine influence is apparent, and there the 
imperfect expressions of man are recognizable. We 
can only afSrm generally, 1. That in every case the 
sacred writers, while using such words and expressions 
as were natural to them, were preserved firom all errors 
In things divine ; 2. That they were directed to the 
statement of all necessary truth ; 8. That in many 
casefl, perhaps, and whenever the use of particular 
words and expressions might be of importance, they 
wore miraculously directed to the use of such particu- 
lar words. 

> Exod. xzxlv. 27. 
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It must be qnite clear that the importance of the 
«zact words and expressions used must be of very 
different value in different passages of Scripture. For 
instance, when recording some historical event, it 
would not, perhaps, be important whether the facts 
were expressed in one set of words or in another ; the 
onlj important thing would be, that the record of the 
events should be correct Here, then, we may believe 
that the writer should be left to the selection of his 
own words, and that the Divine influence would be 
only exercised in a general way to direct him into all 
truth. But where some vital doctrine was to b^e taught, 
—where something was to be stated which is necessary 
for man's salvation to be believed, there we may very 
well suppose that not only a general, but a particular 
inspiration did enlighten the writer's mind, and that 
he was guided to the use of those exact and particular 
words which were needful. 

Thus should we believe of Holy Scripture ; and let 
Tis not be turned from this belief by any skeptical ar- 
guments which we may hear around us. 

Let some few warnings, moreover, be added on this 
subject. 

"We hear very much said in these days about the 
discoveries of science contradicting the statements of 
Holy Scripture. Bear in mind, then, first, that the 
object and intention of Holy Scripture is to teach us 
of heavenly, spiritual things, and not of earthly things. 
It need not, therefore, really be any matter of wonder 
to us, if in some things relating purely and entirely to 
this world we find the sacred writers expressing them- 
selves according to the conm[ionly received opinions of 
their own age, rather than in accordance with the 
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more enlarged infonnation of later timea. "Evea if it 
be a fact that the statements of inspired writers are in 
some particulars at variance with the scientific dis- 
coveries of later days, this need neither surprise ns 
nor cause as anj nneasiness, because Scripture foai not 
written to teach us of earthly, hU of heavenly thinge; 
and therefore it might very well accord with the wis- 
dom of Qod to permit men to write with an ordinary 
intelligence about things earthly, while they wrote 
with an extraordinary and miraculous inspiration 
about things heavenly. 

But observe, secondly, that it is by no means cer- 
tain (very far from it indeed I) nor is it to be allowed, 
that Holy Scripture and the sound discoveries of 
science do contradict each other in the slightest degree. 
It may possibly be the case that the interpretation 
which persons have been accustomed to put upon 
Bcriptnre, may be at variance witl^ the recent dis- 
coveries of scientific men. But that is a very dif- 
ferent thing from science contradicting Scripture itself 
Our interpretation of Scripture may be wrong; we 
may be mistaken as to the true meaning of many pas- 
sages in Holy Scripture, and the discoveries of science 
may lead us to a closer examination and to a correc- 
tion of these erroneous views. Mistaken opinions as 
to the meaning of Scripture have undoubtedly been 
held in former ages. The same thing may be proved 
against us in these days. Thus much may be readily 
enough conceded. But it is one thing to admit that 
science may contradict our commonly received inter- 
pretation of Scripture, and another, and a very dif- 
ferent thing, to allow that the discoveries of sdentifio 
men do contradict the Word qf Ood iteelf. 
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This last has not as yet been proved, and probably 
Soever will be. 

Observe, again, that these scientifie discoveries are 
'^x> be received with very considerable jealonsy and 
^santion ; and are not by any means to be admitted 
liastily as being perfectly correct. Men may be very 
clever and learned, bnt after all, may they not in some 
instances prove themselves to be only blind leaders 
of the blind? With most sabjects they are very im- 
perfectly acquainted, their so-called facts are often 
-little else than mere guesses at the tmth, and it is 
positively certain that there are many laws and prin- 
ciples of nature about which men are as yet absolutely 
in the dark. And these great principles, when re- 
vealed by God to men's minds, and when perfectly 
understood, may so alter the whole aspect of affcdrs, 
that possibly a hundred years hence these points, 
which are now so stoutly insisted on and deelao'ed to 
be facts, may be proved to be nothing else than human 
errors. 

Or, again, we hear of contradictions in Holy Scrip- 
ture itself; men complain that the statements of one 
passage in the Bible are at variance with the state- 
ments of another. On this head it might very fairly 
be answered, that the instances brought forward of 
such contradictions are in reality so trifling and so un- 
important as to prove littie else than that the Scriptures 
are what they profess to be — ^viz., the testimonies to the 
truth of many independent witnesses ; and thus these 
very contradictions would tend rather to strengthen 
than jo weaken the authority of the Bible. But in 
fact, many of these pretended contradictions have been 
satisfactorily reconciled, and these objections sufficient- 
6* 
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\y answered time after time, and donbtless a fbller 
knowledge on some points, and a more certain infor- 
mation about the subjects treated o^ would enable us 
to set at rest forever the very last existing difficulty. 

Let it be remembered, too, that though we do not 
happen to be able ourselves to explain some difficulty 
or to answer some objection, that is no reason ifhy 
persons better informed may not be able to do so. 
Our not being able to explain some difficult point does 
not prove that no explanation is to be found, or that 
none can be given. The opponents of Holy ScripturcT 
are not always candid enough to admit that the diffi- 
culties which they are presenting to us have been met 
and reasonably explained over and over again. They 
will constantly advance the same arguments as if they 
were perfectly unanswerable, and urge the same diffi- 
culties as if they were allowed to be inexplicable ; and 
thus tbey will too often perplex and disturb the minds 
of the unstable and ill-informed. 

We do not now hear for the first time an outcry 
against the inspiration of the Scriptures ; the same has 
been raised again and yet again in years gone by, and 
still the Scriptures have survived these fierce attacks, 
they still hold their place in the hearts and minds of 
holy men, and are still regardect as being the Mored 
depositories 0/ all truth ; yea^ the very Word qf God 
Himself. 

As such let us ever faithfully regard them. 

And while we are diligent in the study of our Bible, 
while we read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest these 
Holy Scriptures, let us pray that we may ever be able 
to delight ourselves in Gk)d's "testimonies," and to 
declare with our whole heart, " How sweet are Thy 
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words nnto 1117 taste : yea, sweeter than honey nnto 
my mouth."* 

Next, we express our belief in the " Holy Catholio 
Church," in that Church which is holy because Christ 
its Head is holy, because the Spirit which sanctifies it 
is holy, because holiness is the profession of all its 
members. This holy Church is catholic, or universal. 
The Jewish Church was confined to one peculiar peo- 
ple; the ^ristian Church is to be spread abroad 
throughout the whole world.* This holy Church is 
one. As there is but one Head, which is Christ ; so 
is there but one Body, which is the Church. But as 
there are many members in one body (the whole to- 
gether forming one body), or many branches in one 
tree (the whole together forming one tree), so are 
there, in some sense, many Churches, many bodies of 
Christians, each of which may be called a Church (as 
St Paul says, "The Churches of Christ salute you"*), 
different branches of the one true Church of Christ. 
Upon these various branches, however, is urged the 
necessity of "holding the faith in unity of spirit, and 
in the bond of peace."^ And so our Lord^s solemn 
prayer for His Church is, "That they all may be 
one."* 

It may be asked. By what marks are we to know a 
true branch of Christ's Church ? By these. A true 
Church will be "continuing steadfastly (as did the 
early Christiaus^ in the Apostles' doctrine and fellow- 
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." I^ 

1 Pa. cxix. 108. « Matt xxlv. 14 » Bom. xvL 1«. 

* Bee 1 Cor. I 10; 2Tim. L 18; 1 Tim. yi 8-«; Bom. xvl. 17; 1 
Oor. xii. 1^27 ; Eph. iy. 8-«. 

• John xyU. a0-2& • Aets iL 43. 
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in anj company, therefore, of Christians professing to 
be a Church, the doctrine taoght be not the doctrine 
of the Apostles, or if the sacraments be not dnlj ad- 
ministered among them hj ministers lawfully called 
and rightly ordained^ a body so constitnted maj not 
be considered a troe, sonnd branch of Christ's Chnrch. 

Here the question meets ns, How far, as touching 
oar soul's salvation, is it neee99ary to belong to a true 
and pure branch of Christ's holj Church? The ques- 
tion cannot be answered positively. We cannot de- 
clare with certainty how much of the whole truth is 
necessary to man's salvation. We can only say that 
any departure from the truth must be dangerous; any 
departure from the truth separates us from some pre- 
cious help and safeguard, weakens some wholesome 
restraint, loses us some grace, and makes the work of 
acquiring such a holy and Christian character, as shall 
fit us for heaven, more and more difficult. We can 
only point out to men, that for those who hold the en- 
tire truth, and who hold that truth in righteousness, 
there is a certainty of salvation ; but it is not for us 
to take upon ourselves the office of judges, or to pro- 
nounce sentence upon them who differ from us in llieir 
appreciation of that truth. 

As regards the Church of England, or the Episcopal 
Chnrch in the United States, each is the one true 
branch of Christ's Catholic Church in her country; 
and we would lovingly persuade all others who may 
have separated from her to join her pure communion, 
for we believe that all who live godly and Christian 
lives according to her rule shall certainly be saved. 
But further than this we may not go, either to the one 
hand or to the other. At the end it shall be known 
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AIlj who are God's people, and who shall hear the 
Tfearfol words, "Depart from Me: I never knew 
you.'" 

This, however, may be added, and this warning 
should be given ; that if any man who is fully per- 
suaded in his own mind of the truth of the Church's 
teaching, does deliberately, from some inferior motive, 
frwn pride, or pique, or self-interest, or the like, aban- 
don the Ohurch and join himself to some one of the 
many sects, he must do so at the very serious risk (to 
say the least) of his soul's salvation. It is not to be 
forgotten that there is such a sin as the sin of schism 
—a sin very gravely spoken about in Holy Scripture : 
'* heresies," be it remembered, are numbered by St. 
Paul' among those sins of the flesh which must shut 
men out from any inheritance in the kingdom of God, 
and the connection between schism and heresy is, in 
many instances, very dangerously close.* It behooves 
men, therefore, to examine themselves, and to see 
whether they are guiltless in the sight of Gk>d in this 
respect. We may not constitute ourselves their judges ; 
but they are called upon to judge themselves,* that 
they may escape the judgment of God hereafter. 
Many men forget the important truth, that we must as 

iMattviL28. 3 GaL v. 80. 

• Heresy (which is derived from a Greek word signifying " choice*^ 
Is a wilfhl adoption of opinions which are contrary to the teaching of 
the Apoafclee and the universal Gborob. Schism (which signifies *' di- 
vision^) is separating one^s self from the communion of the Church on 
account of some variance in matters of faith or practice. Schism and 
heresy, in too many cases, follow unavoidably each on the otber's 
steps. One guilty of heresy usually becomes a schismatic And it is 
scarcely possible for a sohismatio to avoid heresy in either a less or 
greater degree. 

«1 Gor.xLSt 
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eeitAinlr mnrer ibr the fknits and errors of our miiid 
and inteStfCt, as we must be judged for die ans pro- 
doced of oar fleshj lasts and appetxiesL 

One other reourk mar be made, — ^wbich is this: 
there mar be cases, there eertainlT hare been cases, 
wherein from some nnhaf^r drrmnstaneeB, — from lack 
of cborch accommodation, or what not, — p^sons have 
united themselres to some other bodj of professed 
Christians. Bat in snch cases the want of cmnmnniMi 
with the Chnrch shooM be regarded as a serions mis- 
fortane ; and ttkener^ tks opportunity offen^ -when, the 
hindrance is removed, persons should feel it to be their 
hounden duty to return at onee to the Churek, 

With what feelings, indeed, should men regard their 
Church ? Should it not be with the deepest lore and 
reverence? We love all else that men count dear. 
Who does not love las home and his own fireside? 
Why, then, is there no corresponding feeling for our 
Church and for our name of Churchmen? Is that 
place nothing to us, where first we were presented un- 
to Christ and first called Christians, infants as we 
were, fresh from the Bi^tismal waters? Have those 
walls no tender place within our memories which wit^ 
ness to our Confirmation vows, and which shall ever 
hereafter remind us of that solenm hour when, with 
high hopes and expectations and with hearts that burn- 
ed within us, we did solenmly dedicate ourselves, our 
souls and bodies, to the service of our God? Has 
that quiet resting-place no claim upon our love, where 
sleep the ashes of departed friends? Are there no 
cords of love which, springing thence and circling 
round our hearts, do bind us with the hope that at the 
end of our days ourselves maj rest beside those treas- 
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nreskbtiried out of sight? Have those holy services 
aad so solemn litanies which continnally arise within 
the church's walls, — endeared to us as they should be 
ty the memory that for years and years gone by our 
fathers and their ancestors have sought in these same 
words the Saviour's pre8ence,-^have these no place 
within our hearts' affections ? Oan it be that these are 
otherwise than sacred to our memories and feelings ? 
Why should any turn away from these ? why speak 
slightingly of them ? wh^ desert them for some strange 
communion hallowed by no such tender reminis- 
cences? And if it be objected that ^^the Church," 
that is, the society of Christians which we call the 
Church, consists not in the building, or its sacred pre- 
cincts, or in these forms of worship ; it may be allow- 
ed at once that this is true : it does not consist in these. 
And yet we cannot separate these two things — ^these 
externals which belong to the Church's service and 
the actual inward reality of Church-membership. For 
our presence in that building which we call the church, 
our assembling ourselves together there, our joining in 
those services, our receiving those holy ordinances 
there administered, are the proofs and witnesses (and, 
ordinarily speaking, there can be no other proof) that 
outwardly and in profession at least we are members 
of that body, called "the Church," to which these 
things pertain. Befraining from these, withdrawing 
ourselves from them, what proofs can we produce of 
our fellowship with the Church ? or how can we sup- 
pose that we are members of it ? 

Nay, let us ever cling to, let us ever stand fast by, 
let us ever love our Church. Let us pray that she may 
be like a tree planted by the water-side, flourishing in 
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its beauty, bringing forth frmt in due season, as she 
prospers in whatsoever she doeth. Through evil re- 
port and good report let ns show onrselves her devo- 
ted, faithful members ; steadfastly believing that she is 
indeed a true branch of Christ's H0I7 Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, — ^that she is " built upon the foun- 
dation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ £Dm- 
self being the chief Comer-stone.'" 

The Article of which we have just spoken is very fitly 
followed by that in which we* express our belief in the 
'^ communion of saints ;'' for in this last we call to nund, 
that although the Church is Catholic, spread abroad 
throughout the world; although Christians differ in 
race, in language, in country, in habits, yet there is,. or 
alas I we must rather say, there should be, some com- 
mon tie — ^the confession of one faith, the looking to 
one Saviour, the union with one Divine Head, being 
animated with one hope, being blessed with tiie same 
glorious privileges — which may bind them all together 
in one common bond of .love and fellowship. If there 
be wanting any proof of the immeasurable evil which 
arises out of schism, it may be seen too plainly evi- 
denced in the effects of that broken communion which 
exists in Christendom ; in that want of harmony and 
peace, in that strife and discord and bitter nncharita- 
bleness which has destroyed the unity, and consequent- 
ly the strength, and which so fatally mars the useful- 
ness, of the Church of Christ I 

Why is it that the GU>spel does not take a deeper 
root, and fill the land in heathen countries ? Why is 
there speech or language throughout the world where 
the Gospel's voice is not plainly heard? Is it not ' 

>Spbee.ii.aO. 
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c^liiefly owing to the discords that exist among Ohris- 
%ian8 themselves? Becaase they are not ^'perfectly 
Joined together'^' in the work, heoanse they are not of 
one mind, becaase they do not speak the same thing, 
becaase tiiey are not *' at peace among themselves,"* 
therefore is the work so sorely let and hindered ; there- 
fore is the tree that shonld be flonrishing in its beanty 
and bearing frnit a hondredfold, too often like a ^^ ten- 
der plant, and as a root oat of a dry groond."" Let 
all Ohristians lay this well to heart. Let each one 
strive to do what little he may towards healing the 
woands which have marred the anity of the Oharch. 
At least, let all pray for the peace of the Oharch ; 
remembering, too, that they shall prosper who do 
love her. 

Not that the communion of saints is lost. We de- 
clare oar faith in a reality. They are children of one 
great family, they are fellow-citizens of the heavenly 
Jerasalem, they belong anto the hoasehold of God. 
They rejoioe together in their present blessings, in their 
high privileges, in their divinely imparted strength. 
They rejoice together as they live happy in the light 
of Gk>d's glorioas coantenance, in the conscioosness of 
His continaal presence with them and of His fatherly 
protection ; happy in their sense of that commanion 
which exists between themselves and the Father of 
their spirits;^ bappy, too, beyond all words, in their 
patient waiting — in their waiting with the holy dead, 
with tliem who have gone before and who '^ sleep in 
Jesas" (for with these, also, we are joined in a most 

>10or.i.lO. » 1 Thesa. V. 18w «l8a.lUI.2. 

« See 1 John i. 8 ; John xvll. 21, ziv. 28 ; 1 John ill 28, 84 ; John ▼!. 
66; 2 Ck>r. 18, 14; 1 Cor. iU. 16. 
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real bond of fellowship) — ^in their waiting for that 
honr when this present commnnion shall be more fnllj 
realized, when they sh^ll "seethe King in his beanly,'" 
when thej " shall know even as also they are known,"* 
when they shall pass the eyerlasting doors in safety, 
and stand before His throne at whose *' right hand 
there is pleasure for evermore."' 

Next we confess onr belief in "the forgiveness of 
sins." See from the following texts bow fully and un- 
mistakably Gk>d declares His mercifid intentions to- 
wards unhappy sinners : ITim. i. 15; Matt xviii. 11- 
14, ix. 10-18, xi. 2&-30; Luke xv. 

In another place our Lord^s words are : " All manner 
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men ; but 
the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him ; but 
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost) it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in 
the world to come."* For every sin, therefore, that 
men may commit, there is pardon and forgiveness 
offered at our merciful Father^s hands, save for the one 
mipardonable offence, the sin against the Holy Ghost. 
Let a few words be said about this. None who believe 
in our Lord Jesus Ohrist can commit it. 

The sin against the Holy Ghost is either apostasy — 
, falling away from the faith, abandoning that which we 
have once held— or steadily and wilfully rejecting and 
denying the Ohristian faith after it has been plainly 
and evidently presented to our minds. And in speak- 
ing of this as being unpardonable, we are to remem- 
ber that it is not so mnch that God toill not, as that 

> IM. zxxlli. 17. *lCor.xili.lS. >Pa.XTLll. «MAttxiL81. 



THB BAPTISMAL VOW : FAITH. 75 

He can not pardon it There is but one waj of salva- 
tion open to us. The merits of Jesus Christ, which 
we lay hold of by faith, are the only means whereby 
we may be saved. If a man, therefore, examines and 
considers this one way, and then calmly and delib- 
erately refuses }t, he shuU himself out from salvation. 
GxkL offers him salvation in this way, but this he re- 
jects; and there being no other way open to him, and 
none other name under heaven given among men 
'^ whereby he can be saved than the name of Jesus 
Christ,"* it follows of necessity, that in rejecting this 
one Saviour he throws away his only hope, and so in- 
evitably must be lo^. By his own act he excludes 
himself from the possibility of forgiveness and salvation. 

Jews sinned against the Holy Ghost by rejecting the 
miracles wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
As these miracles — signs of the divine power and 
presence — ^were the highest evidence our Lord could 
offer the Jews that he was Messiah, sent of Grod ; by 
rejecting these proofs and ascribing them to the devil, 
we may say, they made it impossible that they should 
be saved. 

But still further, why is this rejection of the faith 
called a sin against the Holy Ghost ? and why does our 
Lord declare that to speak against the Son of lifan 
shall be forgiven, but to speak against the Holy Ghost 
shfdl not be forgiven ? Because, 1. The One who shall 
teach men all things, who shall guide them into all 
truth, the One through whom spiritual things are re- 
vealed xmto us, is none other than the Holy Ghost. 
Jn rejecting the truth, therefore, we resist and grieve 
and do despite unto that Spirit of grace. Because, 2. 

1 AetB iT. 12. 
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The teaching of our hlessed Lord was not so plain and 
nnmistakable, bat that men might be forgiven if they 
missed the truth He taaght Christ spake in parables 
of the mysteries of the kingdom of God.^ Men were 
not guiltless, indeed, of all sin in disbelieving Him.* 
For His " very works' sake'" they onght to have be- 
lieved. But disbelieving Christ's mysterious teaching 
was not the same thing as rejecting that clearer rev- 
elation of the truth, and that greater light which was 
shed abroad upon the coming of the Holy Ghost ; it 
did not betray so hopeless a state of wilftdness and 
obstinacy on the part of unbelievers. Our Lord's 
doctrine was not so clear and easy to understand, but 
that the time should come when the truth might be 
set more plainly still before men's minds. This plain, 
direct, positive, unmistakable teaching did follow 
upon the gift of the Holy Ghost Then the truth was 
so plainly taught, that no teaching could possibly be 
plainer. If men, therefore, rejected this plain teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, there were no means left 
whereby the truth could be more clearly demonstrated 
%o their hearts and minds. God had then done all for 
them that could be done ; there was no more power- 
ful engine left for their conversion ; and if they still 
turned a deaf ear to the pleadings of the Holy Spirit, 
as He strove to bring home to their, minds a conviction 
of the truth, if they would be " like the deaf adder 
that stoppeth her ears, which will not hearken to the 
voice oi charmers, charming never so wisely," there 
could be nothing for it but that they should be left to 
their own devices, to the foolish imaginations of their 
own hearts, and so be lost Thus we may regard the 

> Mark iv. 11, 12. « John xv. 22. » Ibid. xlv. 11. 
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sentence pronomiced upon this sin against the Holy 
Ghdst as being not an act of seyerity on the part of 
God, however well deserved snoh severity might be, 
bat a necessary unavoidable result of man^s own wil- 
fhlness. It is man's own folly in obstinately rejecting 
the forgiveness and salvation which God so freely and 
graoionsly offers to him. 

For every sin, therefore, which weak erring men 
may commit, there is forgiveness offered, save for that 
one unpardonable offence of which we have spoken, 
and for which we need not say there shall not he, but 
rather there cannot be for^veness. Still, we are ever 
to bear in mind that forgiveness is offered to ns, of 
God's mercy, anlt^ on certain conditions. What these 
C(Hiditions are St. Paul declared when he testified, 
^both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance 
towards GU>d, and faith towards onr Lord Jesus 
CRirist."* The conditions upon which God is willing 
to for^ve ns for Jesus Christ's sake are repentance 
and faith. Let something be said about each of these. 

Repentance is not only a feeling of sorrow for the 
past, bnt it is also a desire to amend in the ftiture. It 
is in its strict sense " a change of mind." It is a feel- 
ing which causes us to sorrow over our sins, and to 
endeavor to amend them, not only in consequence of 
the punishment to fall on us on account of those sins, 
but far mord because of the offence and grief these are 
to God, — to our Father, to One who is so good and 
loving to ns, to One who has done so much for us. It 
is the mourning of a heart which has become sensible 
of the great love of God, and which is yearning to re- 
tain that love. It is a sorrowful conviction l^at sin 

iAot8ZX.21. 
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makes ns vile and unclean in the fli^t- of God, tibat 
through our sinfolnesa we are nnfit to serve Him, and 
inci^ble of rendering Him an j perfect or fitting obe- 
dience. This is the spirit and the essence of a true 
repentance. Bat as in the matter of rex>entaiice it is 
very easy for ns to be deceiyed, let three fdain proofe 
or marks be added whereby we may know whether we 
be sincere in our professed repentance or not. First, 
if we are really penitent we shall carelully aeaid aU 
occation and opportunity ofnn ; we shall, as far as pos- 
sible, keep ounelvei out of the way of temptatvm. If 
we are earnest in onr repentance we shall examine oar- 
selves ; we shall sift oar past lives in the presence of 
God, and find oat what are oar besetting sins^ Then 
we shall trace these dns to their spring and fountain- 
head. We shall first say to oarselves, ^What have 
I done wrong?^^ and then, ^ How came I to do this? 
What tempted me to do this evil?*^ We shall en- 
deavor to call to mind what chain of circmnstanoes 
brought about our fsdl; what motives, what desires, 
what company, what buaness caused oar sins. And 
then if we are sincere we shall lay the aze to these 
roots of our dns, we shall ^ve these up, we shall avoid 
them and flee fi*om them. Never mind how pleasant 
or agreeable these may be, or even how seemin^y 
necessary ; never mind at what pain or sacrifioe to our 
feelings we may be acting; if we are in earnest, and if 
our repentance be a true repentance, we shall at once 
and honestly and entirely abandon all those things 
which our experience teaches us lead to rin. 

To put this in a very plain way, let it be said, for 
instance, what right has any man who has given way 
to the sin of drunkenness, and who pretends to lament 
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that sin, — ^wliat right has snch a one to set his foot 
within a pnblio-honse? He knows that he cannot re- 
sist temptation; what right, then, has he to expose 
himself to snoh temptation ? Or what right has some 
yomig man, who is punfnllj conscious of the weakness 
of his character, and of his inability to refnse to follow 
when others lead the way to sin, — ^what right has snch 
a one to be with companions who (as he is very well 
aware) will draw him into evil? Or what right have 
yoong women to be in snch places or snch positions — 
alone, unprotected, away from their parents' eye — as 
shall expose them to the opportunity of sin? What 
right have they to speak of virtue or of modesty, when 
they bring those graces xmblushingly face to face with 
dn? or how may they, with any truth, deplore the 
loss of these and speak of penitence, while yet with 
wilftd folly they expose themselves to strong tempta- 
tion? No. Let it be well borne in mind that our 
repentance is only worthless and delusive, unless with 
our professed sorrow for past sin we join a very care- 
ful watchfulness to avoid (as far as possible) every 
temptation and every opportunity of offending against 
God's holy law. Christ's precept must be our rule of 
life: "If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee. If * thy right hand offend thee, cut 
it ofE^ and cast it from thee : for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish, and not thai 
i^y whole body should be cast into helL"* 

A second proof of the truth and sincerity of ou9 
repentance is a willingness on our parts to make rep- 
aration for our fault, — ^to make (as it is said in th^ 
exhortation used in the Service f«r the Oommunioni 
1 Mutt ▼. 99. 
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^'restitation and satisfaction according to the ntter- 
most of our powers." We are not indeed to imagine, 
when we speak of making reparation for our faults, 
that any after act of ours can do away the guilt of onr 
sin, or can wash onr sonls from its stain. Nothing 
that we can do may effect this. If we had sinned bnt 
once in all our lives, and then for years and years had 
lived in ways of godliness and virtue, the strictness of 
our late^ life could never effiice that one nngle stain. 
To blot out our iniquities from the book of God's re- 
membrance is the work — and His only-— of the Lamb 
of Grod, that taketh away the sins of the world. Yet 
while we cannot do away the sin itself it is our posi- 
tive duty to endeavor to repair the consequences of 
our sin ; and if we are really penitent we shall willingly 
and faithfully discharge that duty. 

A common example will make this plain. A person, 
we will suppose, has stolen a sum of money; and after 
he has committed the theft, his conscience begins to 
smite him, and he feels guilty and unhappy. But dare 
such a one come before God, with that money still in 
his possession, and bewail himself and pray forgive- 
ness ? No, surely not. He were a liar and a hypo- 
crite in the eyes of a just Gk>d if he acted so. But 
if when his conscience smote him he did straightway 
turn unto the person he had robbed, and with humble 
confession of his fault did restore the stolen property, 
then might he afterwards appear in the presence of God : 
not indeed as guiltless; not as if the restoring the 
money had wiped out the guilt of stealing it: nay, he 
comes before God a thief, and confessing himself a 
thief; but yet & penitent one, and one, therefore, who 
may hear the same gracious words of pardon addressed 
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to him as did the thief upon the cross. This is an 
instance of what is meant by making reparation>for onr 
sin. And it must be perfectly evident that without it, 
in the case described, the pretended repentance conld 
not have been real. In like manner, persons who have 
wilfdlly and knowingly slandered their neighbor, mnst 
confess and retract such slanders. He who has de- 
firaoded any one, mnst restore his ill-gotten gains. He 
who has done any wrong, mnst (if possible) undo that 
wrong before his professed repentance can be accept- 
able in the sight of God. 

And if it be thought that this is a very hard rale, a 
yery hard condition to fulfil, one that men would not 
readily submit to or carry out — ^yes, it must be an- 
swered, it is a very hard rule, and one that man, xmas- 
sisted bjr Divine grace, never could act up to. But 
learn firom this two things: First, thatftrue repentance 
is no easy matter (as Satan so often tem(>ts men to 
believe it \s\ it is no light work to be undertaken at 
any moment, and to be carried on without any pain or 
trouble ; on the contrary, the path of true penitence 
is difficult and rugged, narrow and strait; and, alas! 
few there be that persevere along it to the end. Sec- 
ondly, learn that true repentance is the ^ of God,' 
and must be sought for at His merciful hands. True 
repentance is the work of Divine grace in a man's, 
heart To " bring forth fruits meet for repentance" 
is too hard a thing for man's unassisted strength. The 
^'repentance to salvation not to be repented of"* is 
produced and perfected in us by nothing else than 
"the goodness of God."" If we would repent, then, 
with any earnestness and sincerity, or to any good 

> AetBY. 81. * 2 Cor. viL la • Bom. iL 4. 
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eflfeot, we most hmnblj cry to God, ^Tum Thoa me, 
and I shall be tamed.'" 

The third proof of the depth and reality of oor re- 
pentance is the manner and spirit in which we regard 
the faults of other people. A true penitent will be 
Terj tender and charitable towards the sins of others. 
An humble remembrance of his own misdoings, a sense 
of what he wonld have been himself bat for Qod^B on- 
deserved mercy, a conscioasness of his own frailty, will 
always restrain him from any harsh censorions judg- 
ing of his neighbor's life. This is a very sure test 
whereby we may prove our professed repentance. 
None who are really possessed with a godly sorrow 
for their own past sin will be uncharitable towards the 
fkults of other men. 

Much has thus been said concerning repentance, be- 
cause it is a subject about which men are too easily and 
too willingly deceived. Yet is this a matter of nothing 
less than life or death to us, since a true, sincere, earn- 
est repentance is one necessary condition to our ob- 
taining God's forgiveness of our past sins. 

The other condition is faith : let something in tun 
be said of this. St. Paul describes faith to be thf 
firm persuasion of the mind which causes those thing 
which as yet we do only hope for and do not actual 
see with our eyes, to be as substantially real to us 
if we positively knew them through the evidence 
01V* senses. Our fiuth, for instance, causes Qod to 
to us as really an existing Being, as if our minds ^ 
already ravished with the glories of His imme^ 
presence. Our faith makes the precious sacrifice 
offered upon the cross by our Lord (blessed for e^ 

> Jer. zzzL 1& 
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mod the effects of that sacrifice, to be as snre and cer- 
i;ain to our minds, as if we were indeed kneeling be- 
neath that cross with sad though adoring gaze, or were 
ahreadj entering on the eternal glory which that sacri- 
fice has purchased for ns. Onr Mth makes the pres- 
ence and the influence of the H0I7 Spirit in onr hearts 
as great and as blessed a reality to ns, as if we actually 
heard with onr ears His persuasive voice behind us, 
saying, " This is the way, walk ye in it ;"* or felt His 
directing hand guiding us along the path of life. 

Ohristian faith is a belief in all those points of doc- 
trine which go to make up the scheme of salvation 
declared by Christ and His Apostles. In all of them, 
not in 9ome only. It is not enough to believe that 
Jesus died to save us from the punishment due to sin, . 
while we forget that He also came to save us from the 
power of sin itself. It is not enough to believe that 
Christ came to restore us to the position of God's 
children, while we remain in wilful ignorance of those 
duties which as children we are bound to render to 
our heavenly Father. It is not enough to believe in 
the wondrous love and mercy of God revealed to us in 
the Gospel, while we care not to remember too His 
truth, and justice, and holiness. The faith whereby 
men are to be saved, and which is a fixed condition of 
our salvation, is a ftiU and undoubting belief in the 
entire scheme for man's redemption in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, which the love of God has made known to 
us. 

And this faith is necessary, because, just as without 
repentance men would never amend tiieir lives, and 
become fit for God's presence in heaven, so without 

1 IMUXZX.SI. 
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fidfli thej wonld nerer aoeept^ and emlvraoey and rd j 
on that one waj of life wherebj God will hftve all 
men to be a^yed. 

Upon these conditions, then, npon onr repentance 
and faith, Qod is willing to forgive ns our sins for 
Jeans Christ's sake. 

FinaDj, we express onr belief in the resurrection of 
onr bodies at the last daj, and in their existence 
thronghont eternity, in a state of either happiness or 
misery. We believe that these bodies of onrsi which 
ahall be turned into dnst in the grave, will in the end, 
at the great day of acconnt, be nused again, and be 
Joined once more nnto onr sonls to live forever. This 
is a great mystery. Tet may the difficulty be some- 
what lessened if we bear in mind the important fact 
that matter is imperuhahU, It may lose its present 
shape ; it may have utterly and entirely passed away 
fh>m any human recognition ; but it cannot he anni- 
hilated. Though we perceive it not, yet does it exist 
to the Divine perception. To the sight of God every 
atom is still present, not one is lost to Him Who seeth 
all things. And to His Almighty power, the coUect- 
ing of these scattered atoms, and producing out of 
these a new and glorious body, is no impossibility. 
As from the seed, which decays and perishes in the 
earth, the Divine vnsdom causes the newly developed 
plant to spring in all its wondrous beauty ; so from 
the undiBthiguishable atoms of our natural body, which 
have been " sown in corruption," the Word of the 
Lord can raise an incorruptible, immortal, spiritual 
body, to the praise and honor of His own glorious 
mijesty. And these risen bodies are to enter upon an 
endless existence ; they are to live forever and ever : 
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'^^^e wicked are to "go away into everlasting pnnish- 
"^^iiQent, but the righteous into life eternal."* 

These are the articles of the Ohristian faith which 
"%re promise to believe. 

Let it be remarked here, that it is the habit of some 
^^rsons to repeat the Apostles' Creed with their daily 
devotions, imagining it to be a pra/yer. This is a mis- 
take. It is very right, indeed, to repeat the Creed. 
But the Creed is not a prayer, and is not to be regard- 
ed as such. Still, while the Creed is not and cannot be 
a prayer, it may be %aid deootionally^ and a life and 
reality may be imparted to its various sentences, very 
different from the meaningless formality with which it 
falls from too many a lip. Thus, while we confess 
oar belief in Gk)d the Father, the Maker of heaven and 
earth, the thought may pass through our minds as to 
whether we, the creatures of His hand, are rendering 
to Him the love and obedience which we are so deeply 
bound to pay? When we declare with our lips that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, the question may arise, Is He my 
Lord also, Lord of my heart and of my affections? 
When we speak of Christ's lowly birth of the humble 
Mary (humble, yet blessed in the lips of all coming 
generations), our silent prayer may ascend to heaven, 
that we too may be as little children in meekness and 
humility of heart. When we recall His precious death 
upon the cross, the form of the Crucified One may be 
present to our minds ; we may adore His surpassing 
love, and pray the while that our souls may be washed 
from all uncleanness in the streams of His most pre- 
cious blood. The descent into the grave and the resur- 
rection from the dead may kindle in us the desire that 

> Matt zzv. 4A, 
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we may die unto sin, and be buried unto all carnal 
lusts and appetites, and rise again with Christ unto 
newness and holiness of life. As we confess the Sav- 
iour^s ascension and His seat at the right hand of God, 
our eyes may be lifted np to Him our Mediator, im- 
ploring His all-preyailing intercession on our behalf 
now, and ever throughout our lives. As we acknow- 
ledge Him to be the One who shall come again to be 
our Judge, the question will at once arise within us, 
"Where in that dread day will my lot be found ? Oh, 
may I hope to stand at the Saviour^s right hand among 
the blessed ? Or shall I be reckoned among the poor 
lost souls whose place is in that outer dlEurkness where 
shall be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth ? 
As we profess our belief in the Holy Ghost, in the 
Catholic Church, in the communion of saints, in the 
forgiveness of sins, in the resurrection of the body, 
and in the life everlasting, these each in turn may 
suggest their own separate and peculiar thoughts ; and 
as the words do pass our lips, the hope may rise within 
us that we may indeed be ever temples of the Holy 
Ghost, that we may live worthy of our vocation as 
members of Christ's Church, that we may be numbered 
with Grod's saints now in their present state of blessed- 
ness, and at the last be with them "in the glory ever- 
lasting.'' So may we use the Creed to our greater 
comfort and edification, and prove the truth of the 
Apostle's declaration, ** With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation."^ 

1 Rom. z. 10. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THS BAPTISMAL YOW: OBEDIENCB. 

INGE obedience 
follows faith, we 
promise, thirdly, 
to keep God's will 
and command- 
ments, and to 
walk in the same 
all the days of 
our life. 

On these com- 
mandments let it 
be first remarked 
generally, that we 
are to keep them, not only in the letter, but in the 
spirit; and agfdn, we are not only not to hreaJc them, 
bnt we are not to wish to hreaJs them. 

The commandments are divided into two parts. The 
first four teach ns onr duty towards God ; tiie last six 
teach us our duty towards our neighbor. Let the po- 
sition of these commandments teach us one all-import- 
ant lesson, viz., that our first thought should be to love 
and fear God. This is (strange as it may appear) too 
often forgotten. Whi^t is so conmion as to hear men 
speak of " never having injured any one," of " being 
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in charitjT with all the world,^ of '^hATing liilfilled all 
the duties of their seTeral stations honestlj and fiuth- 
ftilly r and then thej will rest on this, and foolishlj 
imagine that the fulfilment of their duty towards their 
neighbor can ezcose their neglect of the more import- 
ant duty owed to Grod. Bat this is a mere delusion. 
It is first of all required of us, that we give our hearts 
to God. First are we called upon to believe in God, 
to fear and love Him with all our soul and strength ; 
this is our earliest duty, nothing may take the place of 
this; our duty towards our neighbor follows after- 
wards. This God teaches plainly, for what is His first 
commandment ? nothing else than this, ^' Tlkou ehaU 
hate none other gods hut if<?." In this we are taught 
that the Lord is to be the one great centre of the soul's 
affections. He is to be the Being whom alone we are 
to worship and adore. He is to be the One in whom 
we are to repose our heart's best trust and confidence; 
under His providence we are to "live and move and 
havef our being." God is to be the soul's great 
good. 

And how are we to acquire such feelings towards 
God? How may we learn to love Him ? or to regard 
Him as our Father, and as our best and real Friend? 
In answer to this it must be said, that the power of 
loving God is a divine gift, and as such must be sought 
for at God's hand. By God's grace only may we poor 
fallen creatures be enlivened with any feeling of true 
devotion. The love of God is the resvdt of (Jod's pres- 
ence with us : thus St. Paul says, "The love of €k)d is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 
given us."' The first of all the fruits of the Spirit, too, 

> Som. T. & 
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^ described as being 'Move.'*' But while this is so, it 
is also true that the grace of God works in ns and 
produces the desired effects by natural means; and 
therefore we may say, that in whatever way we should 
ordinarily learn to love and trust any human being in 
this world, by the very same means may we be drawn 
to give our hearts to God. Thus, it is not an utter 
stranger, a i)er8on of whom we know literally nothing, 
that we can love here in this world. Love and friend- 
ship are produced by constant companionship and 
intercourse with another ; by our admiration of that 
other's qualities and character ; by a sense of kindness 
and favor received; by our appreciation of the other's 
goodness and amiability and excellence. And in no 
other way can we acquire any real love for God, If 
we would love, we must learn to hnow God ; we must 
call to mind what He is, and what He has done for us; 
we must dwell on these things ; think of them, very 
often meditate on them. It is by the diligent study of 
Holy Scripture in particular that we shall become ac- 
quainted with Grod, with His character, His greatness. 
His beneficence. There, in His own Wordj God has 
revealed Himself to us ; and there must we learn what 
Me is "with whom we have to do."* This, remember, 
should be our great object in reading the Bible. It is 
not the simple reading of the Bible, as a task to be 
got through, that can be of any value to us. The re- 
sult produced on our minds through our reading, the 
information we thereby acquire, the experience we 
obtain — ^these are the important points. We should 
read the Scriptures in order to become acquainted 
with God's will, as therein declared ; we should read 

iOaI.T.28. «Heb. 17.18. 
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in order that we maj learn how to oondnot onrselYea 
in yarions positions and drcnmstanoes of life ; that we 
maj receive support and enoooragement or warning 
from the yarioQS histories recorded ; that we maj oh- 
tain foil information about our daties, onr privileges, 
oar blesnngs, om* responsibilities. Bat above all, we 
shonld stadj oar Bibles for the one express object of 
learning to Jsn^no God. Thus is it, then ; by knowing 
God, bj holding communion with Him, bj realizing 
and constantly seeking His immediate presence, — thus 
is it that we may, under Divine grace, obtain the 
power to love and trust in IQm with all our hearts 
and all our souls. 

2. By the second commandment we are forbidden to 
interpose any thing between our own souls and the one 
true God, who alone is worthy of our hearths love and 
adoration. Grod is a Spirit, and it is by our spirits^ by 
that unseen part of our being which dwells in the 
flesbly tabernacles of our bodies, that our worship is 
to be rendered. Any thing, then, which can hinder 
the soul's approach to God Himself — any thing on 
which the soul may rest, and thus stop short of Gk>d 
in its devotion, is forbidden. All mere ^^farmality " 
in religion, therefore, is hereby especially condemned. 
By ^^/ormalitf/,^^ be it remembered, is not meant " the 
use of forme " in our worship of the Almighty. Let 
this common error be seen through and avoided. In- 
deed, so far from forms of prayer being condemned, 
there is the highest sanction for, at any rate, one form 
of prayer. For what else than a form is that model 
of all prayers, which our Lord Himself has left for His 
Church's use? When we pour out that best of all 
petitions, addressing God as ^Our Father," what are 
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we in truth doing but using a form of prayer? And 
not only are forms allowable, bat they are an actual 
necessity. There cannot possibly be any puhlie wor- 
ship without the use of forms. Even if the prayer 
offered up by a minister in a congregation be an ex- 
temporaneous one, yet to every one else than himself 
in the congregation such a prayer must be a form ; as 
much a form as if it were read aloud from a printed 
book. The usiag of a form, therefore, is unavoidable ; 
but this is not ** formality.'' Formality in religious 
worship consists not necessarily in the use of forms. 
We may be just as formal while we use our own un- 
taught expressions in prayer, as when we repeat some 
well-remembered collect. 

Formality in our devotions really consists in our 
not seeking after Grod in spirit and in truth ; it consists 
in offering up petitions or uttering words of praise and 
adoration without any sensible lifting of the Tieart to 
the Almighty. 

It is formality when we attend any place of worship 
fipom a mere sense of duty, or from habit only, or 
from a compliance with the demands of what the 
world around us calls respectability. It is formality 
if we receive the blessed Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per without any conscious striving after communion 
with our Lord therein. If we regard that Sacrament 
as being of itself an end, and suppose the mere par- 
taking of it outwardly to be sujQficient ; if we use it not 
as a means to an end, — that end being oneness with 
Christ; if in the receiving that blessed Sacrament we 
discern not the Lord's Body; if there is no craving 
after the communion of the Blood of Ohrist in that 
cup of blessing, no looking for the communion of the 
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Body of Christ in the bread which we break,' — ^then 
is sach a comiog to the table of the Lord nothing else 
than mere formality. 

A reliance on the simple act of worship which the 
members of our body may perform, but in which onr 
spirits bear no part — which, in trath, does nothing else 
than interpose a cloud between our souls and the light 
of God's glorious countenance — ^this is formality ; and 
as such is forbidden by the second commandment. 
Any thing, let it be repeated, which interposes itself 
between God and our souls, any reliance on the mere 
act of worship, any thing with which we may remain 
satisfied and contented instead of seeking a closer and 
more real communion with Gk)d, any thing which in 
any way hinders or prevents the soul's drawing near 
to its Maker, is forbidden. That which alone is valu- 
able to us, and that which alone is acceptable to God, 
is the humble sincere love, trust, and adoration of the* 
soul as it bows itself before the Father of spirits. 

As regards tl\e declaration contained in this com- 
mandment, tbat God will ^^ visit the sins of the fathers 
upon the children," while we acknowledge the neces- 
sity of this — for in £he very nature of things it cannot 
be otherwise— :-yet in this rule, which sounds so severe, 
let us also recognize the overruling mercy of God. 
Perhaps nothing could be devised more likely to bring 
men to a better way of life than the remembrance of 
what fatal consequences their sins must entail upon 
their children. Men will often be indifferent about 
themselves ; they will be ready to sacrifice every thiog 
for the sake of present enjoyment and indulgence of 
their carnal appetites, when none but themsdves are 

II Oor.x.ld. 
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oonoemed ; and yet, despite this reckless feeling, they 
'Will frequently check themselves in their career, and 
'Will amend their ways, .when they find that others may 
"he involved and hronght to min hy the consequences 
of their misconduct. So surely do the wisdom and 
mercy of God make all things work together for our 
Ifood. 

Even if there were no revelation, we see how, by 
natural law ai^d social influences, parental sins send 
their sad consequences down upon the children's state. 
Classes of diseases, like gout, consumption, and insan- 
ity, descend in fieunilies. Various diseases were caused 
by &r back sins of generations. How often a drunken 
fjEither leaves a ruined property or pauperism to his 
children 1 A thief transmits a legacy of disgrace to 
his ofGspring. The finger of opprobrium is pointed at 
a murderer's son. The bad tempers and habits of a 
father or mother are too commonly copied by sons and 
daughters. Jews suffer shame the world over for the 
disbelief of their ancestors. Indeed our whole race 
are in misery through Adam's fault. But, then, bless- 
ings and honors come down fVom good parents as welL 
Of one other thing, too, we maybe well assured, 
however difficult or impossible it may now be for us 
to understand, viz., that every person bom into the 
w<»rld — ^be his position, or circumstances, or disad- 
vantages what they may — every person will be found 
hereafter to have been so dealt with by Gk>d, as that 
salvation and an escape from eternal misery was placed 
within his reach, if he had chosen to avail himself of 
the opportunities granted to him. To no person what- 
ever will salvation be proved to have been an impos- 
sibility, or damnation an unavoidable necessity. At 
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the daj of jadgment God^s perfect jastioe will be fiiUj 
vindicated, and His goodness and mercy to eyerj 
living man will be plainly manifested. 

8. By the third commandment we are enjoined to 
reverence the great and holy name of €K>d. We are 
forbidden to give way to rash profane swearing. The 
commandment does not condemn or disallow that 
solemn and serions taking of an oath before a minister 
of justice, such as our laws require. This is certainly 
permitted by Gk>d. Bat we are warned by this com- 
mandment that the rash use of hasty, profane, or 
blasphemous expressions will surely bring down upon 
us the wrath of God. '^ I say unto you, that every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned.'^^ Let this solemn declaration of our 
Lord be continually in our minds, our warning and our . 
safeguard. 

It is not only by rash and profane swearing, how- 
ever, that we may break this commandment. When- 
soever we are careless and irreverent in our prayers, 
drawing nigh to God with our lips while our hearts 
are far from Him ; whenever we pray hypocritically — 
confessing our sins, for instance, and asking God's 
merciful forgiveness of them, while in truth we love 
these sins and intend to indulge ourselves in them; 
or beseeching Gk)d to *4ead us not into temptation," 
while we ourselves wilfully and knowingly expose 
ourselves to such temptation; whenever, entering 
into the courts of the Lord's house, we are mmdndful 
of Gh)d'8 great presence, and permit our thoogJitB to 

iMaft.xii.8«,87. 
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vrander idlj to vain and worldly matters, though out- 
Wardly we are joming in the worship of tJie Almighty ; 
W^henever we take part in singing praises to Qod in the 
OQDgregation without any serious thought of what we 
are about; whenever, again, we allow ourselves to 
speak sneeringly and contemptuously of God's Word, 
of His Church, or of religion generally — ^in all such 
'ways we may break this third commandment, and, 
doing so, we shall be guilty in the sight of God. 

4. A reverent observance of the Lord's Day is also 
enjoined on us by God. 

This only can be said which may apply to every 
one, viz., Sunday is 6k)d's day — a day to be used in 
God's service, and to God's honor and glory. Worldly 
Inuinew is to be wholly and entirely banished from 
it 

A canon of our Ohurch in the United States says: 
^ All persons within this Ohurch shall celebrate and 
keep the Lord's Day, conmionly called Sunday, in 
hearing the Word of God read and taught, in private 
and public prayer, in other exercises of devotion, and 
in acts of charity, using all godly and sober conversa- 
tion."* Evidently, the more time that can be given to 
communion with God, the greater strength and re- 
freshment ^the soul will be likely to receive. The more 
that this world is shut out, and the more that our 
thoughts are fixed on high and heavenly things, the 
larger increase of Divine grace will be obtained by us. 
Let every one endeavor so to spend his Sunday, and 
so to keep^ God's day holy, that at the close of it he 
may be able to lie down to rest *^ with the answer of 
a good conscience towards God," and with the power 

> Digest, nt 1, 'Canon la 
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of Mewing God ibr that grace whidi has enabled liim 
to torn the past da j to good account. 

But since one part of the Sonday^s duty (which in 
no ordinarj ctrcnmstances whatever maj be omitted) 
is the assembling oorselves together for public worship, 
let some few words of advice be given about onr be- 
havior in Chorch. 

First, let none indnlge that slovenlj and migodlj 
habit of coming laU into chnrclu What an Am<Mafig 
carelessness and indifference, and what insolence to- 
wards God, do persons exhibit by being habitoally late 
in their attendance at chnrchi What an important 
part of the service, too, do they miss by snch idleness! 
That which they should join in more than in any thing 
else, viz., the humble confession of their sins; that 
which should be most precious to them, viz., Grod's 
loving message of pardon and forgiveness to all the 
penitent and faithful, — the comfort of these, throu^ 
their tardiness, they lose. A poor be^nning this, in- 
deed, in preparation for the coming service. More- 
over, what an unseemly noise and disturbance is al- 
ways caused by persons coming late into church! 
What a hindrance is it to the prayers of other people! 
What an interruption to the general devotion of the 
congregation; whereby, be it remembered, Ood is 
robbed of some honor and worship due unto Him! 
Let this careless habit be most strictly guarded against 
Let our aim and rule be always to be in church five 
minutes brfore the commencement of the sereiee. And 
let this time be occupied in preparing our heart to 
serve the Lord (by silent meditation, or by reading a 
psalm or some other portion of Holy Scripture), as we 
bear in mind the Wise Man^s words, ** Before thou 
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^rajest prepare thyself, and be not as one that tempt- 

^th the Lord."' 

Again, when we are in church let ns endeavor to 

Realize to ourselves the great trath of God's immediate 

.^»re»enee there.' Let as think that we kneel at Gk>d^s 
^ery footstool ; that His eye is fixed on ns ; that His 
ear is open to ns ; that He is waiting to receive our 
prayers and the adoration of our hearts. Nothing 
can so surely keep us from inattention, and careless- 
ness, and wandering thoughts, as this remembrance of 
the awful but most blessed nea/mess of Almighty Gk)d. 
Again, let us be careful to preserve the appointed 
and proper postwres — ^to kneel when we should kneel, 
to stand when we should stand. An indifference about 
our postures will generally lead to indifference about 
the matter in which we are or ought to be engaged. 

Again, let us avoid the idle habit of staring about 
the church, watching the behavior of those who may 
be near us, looking at their dress, &c., or having our 
attention easily distracted. A wandering eye will pro- 
duce wandering thoughts. If we cannot always govern 
our thoughts, we can at least govern our eyes ; and 
if these be fixed upon our Prayer-books, we. shall find 
it a great assistance in our endeavors to control our 
thoughts. 

Again: let none fall into the common error of im- 
agining the sermon to be the most important part of the 
service. There is no religious worship in listening to 
a sermon. It may be very useful to us, very edi- 
fying, very instructive; but there is no worship in 
giving our attention to a sermon. And if it be simply 
for the interest and instruction afforded by the sermon 

1 EooliM. XYiiL 28. s Mfttt zyUi. 20. 
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that we oome to dmrch, our attendAnoe there will not 
be followed by much profit to our souls. CommTinioii 
with God in prayer, praising and magnifying God's 
holy Name, rendering publicly to God (as* we aro 
most boanden) the homage of our hearts, humble 
confession of our sins, being assured of €^'s will- 
iugness to forgive us, — ^these are the objects for which 
we assemble ourselves together ; and these should first 
be done, if we would bring ourselves into that frame 
of mind wherein a sermon may be really edifying 
to us. 

Again : upon leaving the church avoid as far as pos- 
sible falling into eonvenation immediately : let some 
time be given to calm and quiet reflection upon the ser- 
vice in which you have just been engaged. And lastly, 
let it be the aim and acknowledged duty of every one 
to be present twice on 8unday at the services of the 
church. Let us not come before the Lord in a grudg- 
ing spirit, giving as little of our time as possible to 
Him, " who giveth us richly all things to eiy oy.'" But 
rather feeling with the Psalmist, ^^ It is a good thing 
to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto 
Thy name, O Most High : to show forth Thy loving- 
kindness in the morning, and Thy faithfhlness every 
night."* Let us ever be "glad" when they say unto 
us, "Let us go into the house of the Lord."* 

6. At the head of the last six commandments stands 
that which teaches us the duty of obedience — of obedi- 
ence generally ; of obedience to all those who are placed 
in authority over us ; obedience of the people to their 
rulers,* of servants to their masters,* of persons to 

» 1 Tim . vl. 17. « Pa. xcIL 1, 2. » Ibid, cxxii. 1. * Bom. xilL 
1-5; Tit ill. 1 ; 1 Pet H. 18, 14. » 1 Pet it 18; Col. III. 22-24. 
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their spiritnal teachers,' of children to their parents.* 
This last alone is actually specified in the command- 
ment, "Honor thy father and thy mother," This is 
specified particularly, because the obedience of a child 
to its parent is the foundation of all other obedience. 
It is the first and earliest lesson which can be impressed 
upon the opening mind. The first lesson which can be 
taught a child is obedience to its parents. To honor 
its father and mother, to yield to them, to trust them, 
to reverence and respect their commands, is the religion 
of a child. The infant mind as yet knows nothing of 
its God : the love and worship due to Him are a^ yet 
a hidden mystery. Its whole notion and idea of right 
and wrong is contained in the duty of obedience to its 
parents. This is the foundation on which the observ* 
ance of ail other duties will be built An obedient 
child will make an obedient man. A wilful, disobedient, 
irreverent child wiU make a wicked and ungodly man. 
Therefore is this commandment placed the first of all 
those which teach our duty to our fellow-men. In 
thinking of the obedience due from children to their 
parents, let us guard ourselves from the error of ima- 
gining that this is a duty confined to childhood only. 
Far otherwise. While the parent's life is spared, the 
tender respect and reverence and the filial deference, 
which are due, will be ever rendered by the loving 
child. A good man will know that, in God's eyes, 
disobedience, disrespect, want of love and tenderness 
shown to a parent, is a most grievous sin, and one 
which, sooner than any other, will cause the Almighty 
to shut up His own tender mercies in displeasure. He 
will feel that the sight of an old man treated with dis- 

1 Heb. xiil. 17. * Ephea. H 1-8 ; Ck>L ill. 20. 



100 OUB vows. 

respect and slighted in his own feunilj is a disgrace to 
all his ehilcirenj and that bitter tears drawn from the 
dhn old eyes, or that bitter sorrows which bow down 
the old gray head, when caused by thankless and ir- 
reverent children, do indeed cry out to heaven with an 
exceeding lond and piercing voice, demanding a most 
jost and speedy retribution. That wicked and most 
accursed thought (accursed in the sight of Gk>d) of an 
aged parentis being a burden to be got rid o^ in any 
manner and through any means, will find no place in 
the heart of one who is diligent to keep God's com- 
mandments. He will bear in mind the Wise Man's 
words, '^He that forsaketh his father is as a blas- 
phemer ; and he that angereth his mother is cursed 
of God."* He will remember that, however respect- 
able or seemingly excellent in all other respects a man's 
character may be, however sober, temperate, chaste, 
honest, upright his life may appear, yet all these seem- 
ing virtues in the sight of God and in the eyes of holy 
men are spoiled and marred, and are nothing worth, if 
he fails the while in reverence to his parents. Those 
good deeds by themselves and without some filial duty 
can claim no blessing, while to the obedient child God 
will be ever gracious; He will prolong his days, and 
it shall be well with him upon the earth.' 

6. We are not to set aside this sixth commandment, 
and imagine that it does not concern us in any way, and 
that we need scarcely join in that prayer in the Com- 
munion Service, " Incline our hearts to keep this law." 
It may be very true that we do not feel any inclination 
to the shedding of another's blood. So far from pre- 
senting any temptation to our minds, indeed, the very 

1 Ecolos. ill. la 3 Ephea. t1. 8. 
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"^Sioiiglit of mnrder maj be absolately abhorrent to ns. 

It might be really impossible to ns to stretch out our 

^sands to take our neighbor's life. Bnt even if this be 
^Qy we are not therefore entirely free from any danger 
^xf breaking this commandment. If we call to mind our 
Xcmd's words npon this subject, we shall know that 
^irbat 18 here forbidden and what is hatefdl in God^s 
sight 18 not only the actoal crime of murder, bnt as 
well that temper, that spirit, that disposition, which, if 
perfectly xmrestrained and suffered to go on and de- 
Telope itself may, if the occasion offers, issne ont into 
a deed of blood. Thus our Lord speaks on this matter 
in ffis Sermon on the Mount: ^^ Ye have heard that it 
was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill : and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment: bnt I say unto you, that whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment : and whosoever shidl say to his brother, 
Baoa, shall be in danger of the council : but whosoever 
Shan say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.'" 
Here our Lord declares that not the letter of the law 
alone, but the spirit of the law it is which should gov- 
ern Christians in their lives, and by which they must 
be judged in the sight of God. Our Saviour warns us 

* that they are regarded by Grod as breaking this great 
oommandment who indulge that perverse disposition 
which we call ill-temper, or who suffer themselves to 
cherish feelings of malice, ill-will, or causeless anger 
against any of their brethren. All such feelings par- 
t^e of the nature of murder. They are the evil seeds 
which, if permitted to come to maturity, will bear the 
fruit of murder. 

1 Matt ▼. 21, 221 
9* 
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It b hardlj neceasarj for os to be remmded Quit Hie 
seed which we sow, and the fruit which that seed pio- 
dticefl, are in fact the very same substance, (mlj in 
different stages of existence. We sow the com in the 
groond : the blade springs np, which is still com in 
another stage ; and the fhll ear follows, and this too is 
com, which giveth bread to strengthen man's heart. 
Bo, too, the act of marder, and the evil, maliciooa, nn- 
governed temper, do both partake of one nature. The 
one is the root of the other. The one is the miserable 
seed ; the other, the frightful fruit which the seed, if 
fostered and not checked in its growth^ may very poa- 
Hibly produce ; and, being such, both are abominable 
in the sight of Ilim who, being Love itself^ must hold 
such tempers in abhorrence. Nor is there any diffi- 
culty in tracing the connection between the two, — ^be- 
tween the temper and the deed of blood. There are 
instances, indeed, of men who deliberately, and for 
most base and wicked purposes, have planned the 
taking of another^s life. Wicked companions, a disso- 
lute life, the promptings of the devil, have brought men 
to this depth of iniquity. But such instances are rare, 
perhaps, compared with that more frequent cause of 
murder, a hasty and ill-govemed temper, which in in- 
numerable cases has brought on quarrels, when some 
fatal and irrevocable blow is given, causing a brother's 
blood to cry for vengeance. This is the commonest 
cause of murder. Men meet together : their passions 
are inflamed, perchance, by driE^ : some foolish word 
is spoken, "raca," "thou fool," or something similar; 
then the ungoverned temper blazes up, a hot dispute 
arises, blows soon follow on hard words, and presently, 
in a moment of wild madness, the evil fruit is borne, 
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and tJiat is done which driyes a man to be a wretched 
pntoast from his fellows, or which brings him to a 
death of shame ; that is done, which no agony of grief, 
no bitter tears, no life-long penitence can nndo. And 
a man, one who in his sober moments would abhor the 
deed, even as we shonld now, becomes a murderer, — 
a murderer, because he had not learned to rule his 
evil, and unchristian temper. Well has Solomon said, 
" The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out 
water.''^ And again, ^* He that is slow to anger is bet- 
ter than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit, than 
he that taketh a city."' 

Perhaps we may take the Sixth Conunandment as 
laying this plain ii^junction on us all (the force and 
necessity of which we shall more easily allow, than of 
the law " Thou shalt not kill ") — ^this, Eule thy temper ; 
restrain that hasty spirit, that hot angry disposition to 
which so many men are prone ; that temper which 
displays itself very frequently in provoking bitter, 
sneering, or abusive words ; that temper which is apt 
to take offence, which is unforgiving, which ever re- 
sents injuries, and nourishes thoughts of vengeance ; 
which is easily and on slight grounds aroused, and 
which burns fiercely, devouring every thing around. 
Restrain, control, subdue, mortify this temper, for this 
is the root whence murder springs. 

7. Of the sin of uncleanness, forbidden by the 
Seventh Commandment, but few words may here be 
spoken. It is the most fearful, the most defiling of all 
sins. This is a sin against those bodies of ours, which 
are, as St. Paul declares, temples of the Holy Ghost* 
This only may be said. Preserve yourselves jealously 

> Prov. xvll. 14. « Ibid. xvL 82. « 1 Cor. vi. 18, 1». 
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from the heginningt of this sin. Keep your HunigKU 
pare. Tarn away from the contemplation of any im- 
parity as yoa woald flee from some fearfol shape of 
eviL Carefally avoid any thing that can possibly lead 
to or saggest this defilement, — bad books, pictares, 
places, entertainments, companions. Any thing that can 
beget within yoa even a single andean, impure ima- 
gination, avoid as yoa wonld avoid the presence of 
Satan himself. 

Let this caation be added* Abont all other sins, we 
may and shoald examine oarselves ; we may seek to 
learn how our sins arose in ns, whence their hold on 
as proceeds, how best they may be resisted and dis- 
armed. Bat of this one dark sin let as question noth- 
ing ; let OS only pat it from as; we may not dally with 
it for one moment, we may not give it place, no, not 
for one single instant. If we are so unhappy as to 
have sinned in thought, or word^ or deed, we must 
only hide ourselves from the remembrance of the pol- 
lution, and cry aloud to God, ^^ Create in me a clean 
heart, God ; and renew a right spirit within me." 

8. When it is said to us in the Eighth Command- 
ment, "Thou shalt not steal," it is not simply meant 
to forbid our committing direct acts of robbery ; but 
the injunction is hereby laid upon us to be honest and 
upright, and straightforward in all our dealings with 
our fellow-men. Actually to steal is, at all hands, 
confessed to be base, and miserable, and mean. But 
there are many ways in which men may break this 
commandment, and be dishonest in the sight of a just 
God, about which we sometimes give ourselves but 
little concern. Incurring debts^ which we can never 
reasonably hope to pay, is a breach *of this com- 
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naandment. Receiving payment for work which wo 
have not faithfully performed ; using our " neighbor's 
service without wages, and giving him not for his 
work ;'" hard, and oppressive, and extortionate bar- 
gains, with those who are at our mercy ; idleness and 
waste on the part of a servant, and neglect of his 
master's interests, ^-these all are acts of dishonesty. 
In buying and selling, again, to palm off inferior arti- 
cles for good ones, to take advantage of a person's 
ignorance; to use the false balance and the scant 
measure,' to adulterate goods, to pretend that things 
are what on trial they will not prove to be ; or, on the 
buyer's part, uiyustly to depreciate an article which 
is really good, to attempt to obtain a thing at a price 
below its real value, in all these several ways it is 
common to offend against the spirit of this command- 
ment. Again, refusing payment of what we know 
to be justly due from us; compelling persons to sue 
us at the law, and so driving them to a ruinous ex- 
pense that they may obtain their rights ; keeping back 
by fraud the hire of those who have labored for us in 
any way,* — the Lord will not hold them guiltless who 
do such things. If we would hope at the last to be 
numbered among those who have led an uncorrupt 
life, and done the thing which was right, and spoken 
the truth from their heart, and have used no deceit in 
their tongues, nor done evil to their neighbors,* we 
must, in all our dealings with our fellow-men, set these 
rules before our eyes, and act upon them continually 
and sincerely : " WkaUoeter ye would that men should 
do to youj do ye even so to them^^ " That no man go 
"beyond and defraud his brother in any m<itter ; he- 

> Jot. xxll. la « Prov. xi. 1 ; Mioah vi 10. 

> Bom. ziU. 7; James ▼. 4 « Ps. zv. 2, 3. • Matt viL 12. 
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cause that the Lord U the woengerqfall «mcA.'" "Zoo* • 
not every man on hie own things^ "but every man also 
on the things of others?"^ ''^Whatsoever things are 
tnie^ whatsoever things are honesty whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsover things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; think 
on these things^* * 

9. Perhaps of all the commandments which teach 
ns our duty to our neighbor, there is not one that we 
are more apt to break than this, which we must 
speak of next This forbids the sins of our tongues; 
false witness, lying, slandering, evil-speaking ; sins of 
that "little member" of our bodies, which is so prone 
to evil, that the Apostle calls it " a fire, a world of in- 
iquity,"* a member that "defileth the whole body," 
" an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." Surely, if we 
bear in mind these words of the Apostle, and if we 
recall what oar own experience of life must teach us, 
— ^how commonly and how easily men transgress this 
commandment ; how hard and difficult it is to restrain 
our tongues; how much of the ordinary conversation 
in the world around us consists in remarks upon our 
neighbors' lives and doings, and how sorely tempted 
we often are to say unkind, uncharitable, unnecessary 
things; with what keenness and malicious pleasure 
persons will receive an evil report ; and how easy it 
is, in relating something, to pass, perhaps almost un- 
consciously, the strict line of truth and fairness, — ^if 
we call these things to mind, we must be weU con- 
vinced that in nothing is God's grace more really 
needed than in assisting us to " keep our tongue from 
evil ; and our lips, that they speak no guile."* 

» 1 Thess. iv. «. t PhlL IL 4. » Ibid. Iv. a 

* Jamea lit 2-10. » \^^ xacxlv. la 
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10. The duty enjoined npon us by this last com- 
mandment is " contentment." We are not to be ea- 
vious and coyetous of our neighbor's possessions, or 
of his good fortune ; but we are to be contented with 
such things as we have, and are ever to bless God for 
the many mercies which, through His good providence, 
we enjoy. 

If it be sometimes difficult for us thus to possess our 
souls in patience, on account of troubles, or misfortunes, 
or privations that may have befallen us ; if we are press- 
ed by want and poverty ; our wisdom will be still to 
strive after the spirit of contentment and patient sub- 
mission by keeping ever before our minds, not the more 
prosperous and, as it may seem, happier circumstances 
of some of our fellow-men, but rather the still deeper af- 
flictions of many of those around us. If we are troubled 
above measure, there are yet others in the world, let 
us remember, whose position is still more afflicting ;• 
if we are poor and reduced in circumstances, there are 
others poorer still perchance ; if all God's waves and 
storms have gone over us, yet if we have not made 
shipwreck of our faith, it is really well with us, and 
we are indeed unspeakably more blessed than those 
unhappy ones (be their worldly circumstances what 
they may) who are living " without Grod in the world." 
Even in our deepest wo, and amidst the loss of all 
that in this life we count most dear, we have comfort 
in the firm persuasion that nothing in all the world 
*' shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."* It is in the 
thankful contemplation of the many and undeserved 
mercies still vouchsafed to us through God's goodness, 

1 Bom. TiiL 89. 
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and not in the regretful remembrance of what we 
have lost, that we may preserve in oorselyes that 
spirit of contentment which, more than any thing else, 
will tend to promote our real and lasting hiq)pine9s. 

There is nothing in this commandment, be it ob- 
served, which forbids a man^s honest endeavors to 
improve his circamstanccs in life, and to raise himself 
and those who are dependent on his care to a better 
position, provided only that in his eflFbrts to " do well 
unto himself" he does not neglect his higher interests 
and duties. Let every one write these words npon 
his heart and memory : — "Zay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth cor^ 
rapt, and where thieves hreai through and steal: hut 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
hreah through nor steal^^ ^^Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on the ea^th,^^ "TTc 
drought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing outy* " Wisdom is the principal 
thing : therefore get wisdom : and with all thy getting, 
get understanding.'''*^ " What sTiall it profit a man, if 
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soulf 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul f "• 
If a man will act faithfully, and be ruled by the spirit 
of these golden exhortations, he may be earnest, active, 
diligent, wise, in the lawful pursuits of this world's 
goods, and yet give his heart in all sincerity to God ; 
and, seeking first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, may avoid that " covetousness" which St 
Paul declares to be " idolatry."* 

» Matt. v!. 19, 20. « Col. iiL 2. • Tim. vL T. < Prov. iv. 7. 

" Mark vitl 86, 87; see also Luke xii. 15-21. « Col. iiL 6. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THB SECOND SACRAMENT. 



AST of all, the 
EuoHAEiBT. Our 
baptismal yow is 
tliis: We prom- 
ise to renounce 
all God's enemies 
— ^the world, the 
flesh, and the de- 
vil, and to repent 
ns of our sins; 
we promise to 
believe; and we 
promise to obey. 
This vow we re- 
new and take upon ourselves afresh at the solemn time 
of Confirmation. And how are we to keep this sacred 
promise ? Not by our own strength certainly. That 
were impossible to our frailty. But only by that Di- 
vine grace which God gives ; which He is ever ready 
to pour upon us more and more abundantly, and a 
larger share of which we must seek, and may obtain 
by earnest hearty prayer. Prayer I Let us pause a 
moment to speak of prayer — the communion of the 
soul with God. How can its importance be suflBiciently 
10 
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declared ? What words can be found to impress upon 
our mind its mispeakable valne? Prayer is the very 
life and strength of the sonL What the breathy which 
we every moment draw, is to the body, snch is prayer 
to the soul; without it our spirits cannot live. In 
prayer we find comfort, strength, power to resist and 
to stand fast, help, grace, blesdng. Without prayer 
we must be weak, unarmed, easily overcome, unstable, 
hopelessly infirm. See in the following texts what 
wonderful things are spoken about the all-prevailing 
power and eflScacy of prayer: — ^Matt vii. 7-11 ; Luke 
XL 5-18; Matt xviii. 19; 1 John v. 14, 16; James v. 
16-18; John xvL 28, 24; Matt. zxi. 22; 1 John ill 
21,22; Mark xL 24. 

Two rules may be given, very shortly, about prayer, 
first: there should be certain hours of the day at 
which it should be our custom and habit to offer up 
our regular devotions; when it should be as natural 
to us to kneel down, to pray, as it would be to do any 
thing else to which we are most accustomed, and to 
neglect or omit which would cause us some sensible 
uneasiness of mind. These regular devotions should 
be so much our habit, as to make it impossible for us 
to omit them without our feeling at once that we have 
left undone some known and acknowledged duty, and 
without our being sensibly warned by our consciences 
of our neglect. These fixed and stated times for prayer 
should be, for all persons^ at least every morning and 
every evening. And it were better still to follow the 
example of holy David in this matter: "Evening and 
morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud,'" 
says the Psahnist. This retirement from the world in 

> Pa. It. 17. 
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'tlie middle of the day for prayer, this leaving the hnsj 
t;onnoil and care and anxieties of the world for a little 
^While to enter into the quietness and holy calm of 
Ood^s more immediate presence, is of inexpressible 
valae to them who wonld lead a holy life. There is 
nothing that preserves that even balance of the mind ; 
there is nothing that quiets down those hourly vexa- 
iaons of spirit, to which we are all more or less ex- 
posed; there is nothing that makes us stronger and 
more able to cope with the petty troubles or the 
serious auctions of this life, than shaking these off 
entirely for a little moment, as we rest awhile with 
God in prayer, or else (which is better still, perhaps) 
hringing these before the Lord to seek His gui- 
dance, and to obtain from Him a spirit of wisdom and 
understanding. For some it may be possible to live 
in the habit of still more frequent prayer, as the 
Psalmist says, " Secen times a day do I praise Thee, 
because of Thy righteous judgments:'" but for most 
of us it should be the rule to "kneel down upon our 
knees," as did Daniel of old time, " three times a day 
to pray and give thanks before our God :"" and for 
none who would preserve their spiritual life within 
them, or who would hope to grow in grace, or who 
would wish to bring forth any good fruits to the 
honor and glory of God and to the salvation of their 
• own souls, — ^for none should it be the habit to offer up 
their devotions less frequently than every night and 
morning. 

Secondly : we should form a habit, — a habit the ex- 
cellence and necessity of which cannot possibly be over- 
estimated,— of lifting up our thoughts to God con- 

1 Pa. ezix. 164. • Daniel vL 10. 
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tinvally^ of appealing to Him, of seeking His aid and 
counsel and guidance in everj thing, and on all occa- 
sions ; a habit of referring all that we do, all our affidrs, 
all our wants and difficulties and doubts, all our dailjr 
and hourly joys and sorrows, — ^referring all these to 
Ck)d ; communing with Him, as with our wisest and 
closest friend, of all these things; doubting nothing 
that He hears, and is patient to connder the voice of 
our supplication : for though He is the Lord onr €k)d, 
that hath His dwelling so high, jet He " hurobleth 
Himself to behold the things that are in heaven and in 
the earth."* This is to obey the Apostle's injunction, 
to ^^pray without ceasing, "^"^ It is not meant tiiat these 
upliftings of the heart to God all through the day 
should be long or formal or studied ; rather they are 
to be quick and momentary, as occasion may require. 
But the value of this habit, and the strength that this 
will impart to the soul, in all its unceasing conflicts 
with the world, the flesh, and the devil, is beyond all 
power of expressing. 

We scarcely require telling that at all times of our 
more regular devotions we should ever use that model 
of all prayers, which our Lord has left for the comfort 
and edification of His Church. 

On the subject of the Lord's Prayer, notice the one 
great lesson which we are taught hereip, viz., that in 
all our prayers we are to seek first God's honor and 
glory ; and are then, and secondly, to make known our 
own wants and necessities. Thus we pray, first, ** Hal- 
lowed he Thy name,^^ — we beseech God, that by His 
grace (for of ourselves we cannot do this) we may ever 
glorify in our lives and conversations that great Name 

» Pa. cxllt (L « 1 Theaa. v. 17. 
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^Which is holy and reverend: again, ^^Thy kingdom 
e^rniey*^ that is, reign now and ever in our hearts, and 
xxi&j the time be hastened when ''the kingdoms of 
t^Ms world shall become the kingdoms of onr Lord, and 
of His Christ:"' again, '' Thy will he done on earthj ae 
'£t is in hea/oeny''* that is, may we render as perfect an 
obedience to God in our lives here on earth, as do the 
I10I7 angels, who sorronnd Gk)d's throne in heaven. 
TThen, secondly, we make known mito God our own 
personal necessities: ^^ Oifie us thie day our daily 
hread;^'* give us, that is, and thy whole Church, all 
that we require for the support of our souls and bod- 
ies. How do these words teach us the need we have 
of frequent prayer I Our petition is only for this day's 
wants ; we ask not for to-morrow : He who bade us 
"take no thought for the morrow," would have us 
pray "day by day" for the supply of each day's re- 
turning need Again, ^^ Forgive us our trespasses^ as 
we forgive those that trespass against tM." With what 
force and significance is the law of charity here de- 
clared! we may not even supplicate for Gk)d's forgive- 
ness on ourselves, except on the condition that we for- 
give all others fully and freely their trespasses against 
us : then, " Lead us not into temptation^^'* that is, suffer 
us not to be tempted above what we are able to bear ; 
with our temptations make a way for our escape ; let 
Thy grace be suflacient to us in our time of need: * 
*^But deliver us from evil;^^ deliver us from all dan- 
gers to our souls and bodies ; deliver us from the Evil 
One, from the power of sin, from all things that may 
hurt and defile our souls, and from all adversities that 
may happen to our bodies. Thus are we taught to 

» Bev. XL 16. 
10* 
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have a regard first to Grod's glory (and this should be 
the rule of all oar lives, since for Gk)d's ^pleasure all 
things are and were created"') : and then, secondly, to 
cast all onr earthly cares npon Him, who careth for ns.' 
In this manner, therefore, let ns ever pray. And whUe 
we so live in continaal fervent prayer to God, we shall 
never lack that Divine grace, that heavenly strength, 
which may support ns in all o.nr warfsure against oar 
spiritoal foes. 

Be it remembered, too, that when yomig persons 
come to take their Baptismal vow npon themselves, 
solemnly to ratify and confirm it, they have the prom- 
ise of a more abundant share of God's Holy Spirit 
to direct, sanctify, and govern them in all their future 
lives. The laying on their heads of the bishop's hands 
at Confirmation is a special sign and assm*ance to them 
that God will impart to their souls— if they are seek- 
ing these in earnestness and sincerity — the abundant 
graces of the Holy Ghost. This indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit was it which God bestowed in the early 
ages of the Church's existence. When the Apostles 
laid their hands on the disciples' heads, there followed 
immediately the gift of the Holy Ghost; a gift evi- 
denced and made plain by the miraculous powers 
which they, who were confirmed, possessed." 

In these latter days, when the Church is established 
in the world, when " the grain of mustard-seed"* is at 
length become a mighty "tree," such miraculous 
powers are no longer needed. These extraordinary 
gifts, therefore, of the Holy Ghost have ceased. But 
still do we look for His ordinary gifts. His common 

» Rev. iv. 11. 9 1 Pet. v. 7. 

> Acts xix. 6. « Matt xiii. 81. 
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^ifts, those gifts which are needed by all men and in 
cill times. Still do we pray that " the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter may strengthen them that are confirmed, 
and daily increase in them His manifold gifts of grace, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and ghostly strength, the spirit of knowledge 
and true godliness, and the spirit of His holy fear." 
And still do we look for the evidences of the Holy 
Spirit's presence in those "fruits of the Spirit" which 
St Paul enumerates, such as love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance,* — these evidences of the Holy Spirit's pres- 
ence we look for; we pray that these may follow in 
the hearts and conversation of all those on whom the 
bishop lays his hands at Confirmation. 

And how is it possible for us to think enough of 
this most blessed grace and presence of the Holy 
Spirit? Do we remember that from the Holy Ghost 
alone come all holy desires and all good counsels of 
our hearts? Do we know that the very ability to lay 
hold of God's proffered mercies cometh from Him 
alone ? Do we know that He only can quicken our 
faith, that He only can rouse our dull hearts and 
^ndle our cold affections, that He only can render us 
loving, dutiful, obedient; and that through His sanc- 
tifyiag influence alone we can appreciate, or appre- 
hend, or profit by Christ's great work for our souls? 
Are we sensible of this? Is the remembrance of it 
written and engraven on our hearts and minds ? How 
inestimable, then, how priceless in its value must be 
that gift, that indwelling Presence, which does effect 
80 much in us ; which can enlighten oi;r ui^derstand- 

1 6aL V. 22. 
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ing, whidi em elenfte md purify our afe c Uom , wUdi 
can at first bring m onto Christy and then eanae ns to 
abide in Him I How good most be that gift which is 
poored oat on them, who seek it in sinoerify, at tiie 
moment of their Confirmation I And how carefol 
should we be that we grieve not this Holj Spirit of 
God, that we do not despite nnto His grace, tiiat we 
never wilfully resist Him, neither provoke Him 
throogh our obstinac j to withdraw His presence firom 
the temple of our bodies I 

Moreover, there is one other channel of Divine 
grace opened to ns at the time of onr Ck)nfirmation. 
All who have been confirmed are invited to partake 
of that other Sacrament — the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Sapper, wherein their sools maj be strengthened and 
sapported. As by the one Sacrament of Baptism we 
were first joined to Ghrist, the fonntain of all ^iritnal 
life and strength, so in this other Sacrament we find 
again and agdn an ever new and increasing bond of 
anion with oar Lord. It was the work of the Holy 
Spirit at first to graft as into Christ in Baptism ; so is 
it also His holy work to impart to as and to fit ns to 
receive Christ in this feast of love, to make oar sools 
capable of partaking ^iritaally of Christ's Body and 
Blood. As it is said, "By one Spirit are we all bap- 
tized into one body," so also is it added, '^and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit"' Christ ap- 
pointed this second Sacrament for this very end, that 
we might conlinnally be brought closer and closer to 
Himself, that we might receive more of Him, more 
grace, more strength, more spiritual life and health. 
And to this Sacrament we are first admitted at that 

> 1 Oor. zU. 18. 
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t^lme of our lives when we stand in the greatest need 
of Divine grace. We are invited to the Lord's table 
Upon oar Gonfirmation, when we are taking npon onr- 
aolves our baptismal promises, when we are standing 
out before God and His Church solemnly to declare 
ourselves to be Christ's soldiers and servants, solemnly 
tio confirm with our own lips and in our own persons 
t;hose vows once made by our god-parents in our be- 
lialfl Then we are invited to the Sacrament of the 
Xord's Supper, to partake spiritually of Christ's pre- 
cious Body and Blood, to be drawn closer unto our 
liord ; yea, to dwell in Him and He in us, to be one 
with Him and He with us. 

Notice shortly four points in the Holy Communion. 

1. In our coming to the Lord's table there is obe- 
dience to Christ's command, to His fdmost dying wish. 
How inexpressibly sacred should this be in all Chris- 
tians' eyes I Our Lord has said, " Do this."* And no 
command of Christ may be neglected on peril of our 
soul's salvation.' 

2. It is in this Sacrament that we plead with Qod. 
the Father, in the most solemn way, the precious death 
and sacrifice of Christ. It is through Christ's death 
upon the cross alone that we may obtain remission of 
our sins, or that we may be made partakers of the 
kingdom of heaven. Here, in this Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; with these symbols of Christ's death; 
partaking of this Bread which Christ has affirmed to 
be ffis "Body,"* once torn and broken ; partaking of 

1 Lake xxIL 19 ; Matt xzyL 26; 1 Cor. xL 24 

a John vL 68. 

• Matt xzyL 20. (*To sncli aa rightly, worthily, and with fldth, ra- 
ceive the same, the Bread which we break ta a partaking of the Body 
of ChriBt: and likewise the Cnp of Blessing is a partaking of the 
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this wine which Christ has affirmed to be His Blood,^ 
once shed npon the accursed ^^ tree," we come before 
the Holy Father and hnmblj plead the death and 
merits of His only Son, beseeching Him to accept 
that death in the stead of onr death (who for our sins 
deserve to die), and to grant us, for those merits^ sake, 
that everlasting life which we oonld never win our- 
selves. 

8. There is the special and pecnliar blessing to be 
obtaine4« which is union with Christ, and throngh 
this nnion, grace and strength. Onr Lord's own words 
are, "He that eateth M7 Flesh, and drinketh My blood, 
dwelleth in Me, and I in him."' And thus onr prayer 
in the Gommnnion Service is, "Grant ns, therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat liie Flesh of Thy dear Son 
Jesns Christ, and to drink His Blood, that onr sinM 
bodies may be made clean by His Body, and onr sonls 
washed through His most precious Blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in Him and He in us^ In this 
Sacrament, Christ does impart Himself to us. Myste- 
riously present. He verily and indeed communicates 
Himself to our souls. So St. Paul's words are, " The 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the com- 
munion of the Blood of Christ ? The bread which 
we break, is it not the communion of the Body of 
Christ?"* And the Church teaches us that "our 
heavenly Father hath given His Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, not only to die for us, but also to be our 
spiritual food and sustenance in that Holy Sacrament." 

Blood of Christ . . . The body of Christ is given, taken, and 
eaten, in the Bnpper, only after an heavenly and spiritaal manner. 
And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is received and eaten in the 
Supper is Faith."— ^K XXVIIL 

» Matt xxvl. 28. a John y^ 66, « 1 Cor. x. 16. 
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8ee Matt zxyL 26-28; Mark xiv. 22-24; Lnke xxiL 
19,20; 1 Cor. xi. 23-27. 

4. We partake of this holy Sacrament in remem- 
hrance of Christ; for remembering His inestimable 
love, His Cross and Passion; for *^ showing the 
Hiord^s death till He come." Hereby we continually 
revive in our own hearts, we strengthen and renew 
Ihat gratitude and thankfulness to our Redeemer, 
^which should ever be our first and latest thought, 
'Which should be indeed the ruling principle of all our 
liv^. (Here parU of the Communion JServiee should 
I>€ read over and explained.) 

And what is there necessary in those who would 
come to this Holy Sacrament? What must they do 
who would prepare themselves for the worthy celebra- 
tion of it? They must first examine their past lives, 
that they may learn wherein they have offended against 
the laws of Qod or man ; and then must they earnestly 
repent them of their sins and honestly purpose to 
amend their lives in every respect. If they have 
offended any one, if they have done any wrong or 
injury to their neighbor, ^' they must make restitution 
and satisfaction according to the uttermost of their 
powers, being likewise ready to forgive others that 
have offended them." This must they do with an 
humble reliance on God's mercy in Jesus Christ, with 
a lively faith in that holy Saviour, and with hearty 
thanks to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, for the redemption of the world by Jesus Christ 
If they will come so prepared and in such a spirit of 
repentance, faith, and love, they need not fear lest 
they should not find acceptance witix God. Our Lord's 
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own gracious promise is, '^ Him that cometh to Me, I 
will in no wise cast out.'" 

Let it be observed here, that it is not well to be too 
cnrions or anzions as to how and in what manner 
Christ commnnicates Himself to ns in this holy Sacra- 
ment Suffice it to us to remember that our Lord has 
been pleased to declare, that the fsnthM reception <^ 
these outward and visible signs— these creatures of 
bread and wine— shall certainly impart to onr souls 
some inward and spiritual grace; yea, even Christ 
Himself. But since this inward grace is spiritual^ 
Christ, through the working of the Holy Spirit, and 
according to the mysterious and to us unfathomable 
laws which govern spiritual things, communicating 
Himself to our «^m^, entering into us and dwelling 
with us, and uniting us unto Himself in some way ab- 
solutely inappreciable to our senses— it must be evi- 
dent, that though we may fully believe in this spiritual 
communion with our most holy Saviour (since His 
Word assures us of it), and though we may indeed 
realize its effects upon the hidden life of our spirits, 
yet the precise manner in which it is effected in us 
must ever remain to our weak human understanding a 
mystery which is past our comprehension. Let us be 
content with this. We question not, neither do we 
doubt about the existence of our souh and spirits. 
Let us accept with a like unhesitating belief the bless- 
ing which is imparted to those unseen spirits. 

But we hear persons talk sometimes of candidates 
for Confirmation being too young to present themselves 
as guests at the Supper of the Lord. Alas, what an 
unhappy thought 1 Are you too young to be exposed to 

» John vi. 87. 
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t;lie crafts and assaults of the devil ? too young to be 
sarroonded by every kind of temptation ? Are yon 
tx)0 young, then, to need God's grace t Are you too 
3^oung to come to serve the Lord? Has not the wise 
man said, ^* Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth ?'" Are you too young " to choose between 
Ood and mammon?" Are you too young to *' refuse 
the evil, and choose the good?" Are you too young 
to dedicate yourselves to God's service, to enlist your- 
selves beneath Christ's banner ? If so, why have you 
presented yourselves for Confirmation? Aii, let none 
be deceived or led astray by such fSedse, ungodly, mis- 
erable arguments. Bather remember that God loves 
young hearts. God wills to be served by them who 
are still fresh, and pure, and unspotted by the grosser 
sins of this wicked world. God calls these especially 
to Himself ; and these, if they will hear His voice, shall 
certainly be filled with all grace and spiritual bene- 
diction. 

If it be meant, indeed, by any young person, that he 
is not in earnest in his intention to serve the Lord, that 
he has no desire to cleave unto the Lord with his 
whole heart, and that, therefore, he fears to pro&ne 
the holy Sacrament with his presence ; to such a one 
it certainly must be answered : In God's Name, ap- 
proach not to the table of thy Lord ; for, coming with 
neither love, nor faith, nor penitence, nor sincerity, 
thou wilt surely eat and drink to thine own condemna- 
tion 1 But then, to such a one, it must be likewise 
added. Come not either to the holy rite of Confirma- 
tion; for if thou come there with a lie in thy right 
hand, to vow falsely and hypocritically un^to the Lord 

> Eool«B. xiL 1. 
11 
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thj Qodj pnrposmg not to perfbnn tiij tows, — if tlioQ 
eome ^os to take €rod*9 holr Sune in rain, tlioa will 
sorel J find a corse and not a bleasng: 

Bat there are some, who think hnmblj and sorrow- 
faOj that they are not worthy to rec^re the Sftcrs- 
ment of the Lord's Sapper, that tiiej are not good 
enoo^ Let these be comforted and assored. In one 
sense, indeed, none can be thoo^t worihj to partake 
of so great blessing; and so, in tiie serrice for the 
Holy Commonion, oar confessioa ia, "' We do not pre- 
some to come to this Thy table, O mercxfal Lord, trust- 
ing in oar own righteooanesa, bat in Thymanifcdd and 
great mercies. We are not worthy so moch as to 
gather op the crombs onder Thy table.*^ Let ns re- 
member, however, that we are not admitted to onr 
Lord^s table as a reward far <mr goodnet^y bat we come 
there to he nutde good. We come there seeking Christ 
therein. How can we become good without that grace 
which we receive from Christ ? Have we sach spirit- 
nal strength in oorselves? Is not Christ tiie only 
fountain of all life ? When we come to the Holy Com- 
mnnion, we come seeking from Christ that grace and 
i^iritaal strength which He only can impart to ns, and 
which onr souls so sorely need. That Sacrament is the 
special means of grace, the very means above ail others 
whereby Christ would impart some strength and re- 
freshing to our weary souK It is not (be it again and 
again repeated) a sense of jxut sins — of past sins which 
we humbly sorrow over — ^which will make us unwor- 
thy to approach Christ's table. A present hve o/sin^ 
8 wish and intention to continue in our rana, a wilfiQ 
determination to persist in ungodly ways, tliis only 
(and this most surely) makes us unworthy and mifitted 
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to present onrselves as gnests at the Sapper of onr 
Lord, — ^this, and a careless ungodly disbelief in the 
blessedness of that hcdy Sacrament 

But if any will come with penitent, faithful, and 
loving hearts, they need fear nothing. Qtod will mer- 
cifoUj accept them ; Christ will draw them nearer and 
still nearer to Himself; the Holy Spirit will direct, 
govern, and sanctify their hearts ; and in the Divine 
strength which they obtain in that and in all other ap- 
pointed means of grace, they shall be enabled to stand 
fast in the evil day; they shall ''lay aside the sin 
which doth so easily beset them,"* and they shall go 
oat and show themselves Christ's faithfdl soldiers and 
servants anto their lives' end. 

» Heb. xiL 1. 




